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Our Sacred Song 


What Is Your I. Q. on Famous Hymn Writers ? 


By VINCENT EDWARDS 


Ir vou know anything about hymn writers, this quiz shouldn’t be too 
hard. Below are the names of ten of the most celebrated. A series of state- 
ments then follows which will be a guide to their identity. 

The object of this test is to place the proper names, chosen from the list, 


in the blanks below the statements. 


For every one you get correct, give yourself ten points. A score of 
seventy is fair, eighty is good, and ninety or over is excellent. Even fewer 
correct answers, plus the information your search will yield, will be worth 


earning. 


Answers will be found on page 19 


Names: Martin Luther, Isaac Watts, 
Thomas Ken, Charles Wesley, Sabine 
Baring-Gould, Phillips Brooks, Henry 
Van Dyke, Reginald Heber, John Keble, 
John Greenleaf Whittier. 


1. He was a prominent Protestant 
Episcopal churchman, serving as rector 
of Trinity Church in Boston and later 
as Bishop of Massachusetts. He wrote 
one of our most popular Christmas 
carols. 


2. He was once invited to visit a for- 
mer Lord Mayor of London at his coun- 
try home and stayed on as a guest there 
for thirty-seven years. As he was one 
of the first to write hymns for congre- 
gational singing—producing over six 
hundred in all—he is often called the 
“Father of English Hymnody.” 


3. He and his brother John were the 
leaders of the Methodist movement in 
England and America during the eight- 
eenth century. One of his best known 
hymns is “Jesus, Lover of My Soul.” 4p 


4, He was one of the outstanding fig- 
ures in the Protestant Reformation. His 
greatest hymn was inspired by the 
burning at the stake of two young Bel- 
gian converts to the new faith, and it 
became the rallying song of the refor- 
mation movement. This hymn has been 
compared by Carlyle to “the sound of 
Alpine avalanches or the first murmur 
of earthquakes.” : 


5. In the closing decade of the nine- 
teenth century he occupied the pulpit 
of the Brick Presbyterian Church in 
New York City. Later, he became an 
English professor at Princeton. Fa- 
mous as a poet and short story writer, 
he once wrote two supplementary stan- 
zas for “My Country ’Tis of Thee,” 
lauding the beauties of the West and 
the South. 


6. When his hymn-book, “The Chris- 
tian Year,” appeared, people all over 
England rushed to buy a copy. Soon 
the author was called from a small 
country parish to a professorship at 
Oxford. When he died in 1886, his 
hymnal had passed through ninety-six 
editions. His most famous hymn is, 
“Sun of My Soul.” 


7. He was a Bishop of the Church of 
England, and the three hymns he wrote 
for the Winchester School boys all 
closed with the same stanza. That 
stanza, now called the Doxvlogy, is 
sung as a regular part of worship in 
many churches. The author was locked 
up in the Tower of London for defying 
the King, but was later set free. 


8. He was a Quaker and one of New 
England’s most beloved poets. He took 
an active part in the anti-slavery move- 
ment and by his writings did much to 
arouse national feeling. Some of his 
most popular poems reflect his early 
life as a farm boy. 


9. For an English church festival he 
once wrote an impressive processional 
hymn. Later, one of England’s most 
famous composers wrote a new tune 
for it. That hymn, known all over the 
world and more popular in these days 
than ever, has been called “the march- 
ing song of the Church Militant.” 


10. He came of a distinguished fam- 
ily, was educated at Oxford, and be- 


came a prominent churchman in Eng-. 


land. A scholar and a brilliant writer, 


he was made Bishop of Calcutta when- 


he was only thirty-nine. His hymns, 
“From Greenland’s Icy Mountains,” 
“Brightest and Best of the Sons of the 
Morning,” and “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord 
God Almighty,” are sung wherever the 
English language is known. 


George Drach, D.D., Faithful | 
Secretary 


THIRTY-EIGHT years of faithful and - 
successful activity as a secretary of 
the Board of Foreign Missions was 
the theme of a happy celebration in 
honor of George Drach, D.D., on the © 
eve of his retirement from service. 
A testimonial dinner marked this oc- 
casion in connection with the quar- — 
terly meeting of the Board of For- | 
eign Missions, at the Belvedere 
Hotel, Baltimore, October 27. 

Samuel Trexler, D.D., president 
of the board, was toastmaster, and 
introduced Dr. F. H. Knubel, who 
gave the greetings of the United Lu- 
theran:Church; Mrs. O. A. Sardeson, 
president of the Women’s Missionary 
Society, who represented that busy 
auxiliary of the church; Dr. William 
Zimmerman, president of Thiel Col- 
lege who, as a member, spoke for the 
Board of Foreign Missions; Dr. J. 
Roy Strock of India, who voiced the 
tribute of the missionaries, and Dr. 
M. E. Thomas, who brought the 
greetings of the official staff. 

The prayer was offered by Joseph, 
B. Baker, D.D., of York, Pa. Robert 
D. Clare, D.D., member of the board 
and pastor of Dr. Drach, referred to 
the home life, the church life, and 
the official life of the retiring secre- 
tary, and gave his sympathetic inter- 
pretation in terms of appreciation 
and gratitude. When with sparkling 
spontaneity and happy enthusiasm, 
Mrs. Sardeson, Miss Nona Diehl, and 
Miss Barbara Wiegand, together 
presented Dr. Drach with a life 
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To Whom Honor ts Due 


WE pay tribute on this page of THe LuTHERAN to the persons upon 
whose understanding, patience, physical stamina, and loyalty to their 
country success depends for our plans of emergency marketing. Edwin 
Markham wrote a poem which has made famous “The Man with the 
Hoe.” Tue LUTHERAN nominates for a similar place in the world’s appre- 
ciation “The Woman with a Basket.” 


She must do her bit in the midst of crowds. She waits in line to be 
served. She masters the intricacies of adjusting family menus to the 
schedule of rationing that is set up by “ration points.” She must know 
not only what it costs in dollars and cents, but what it costs in ration 
points. She must know what food is more abundant this week than last, 
what is more important to be stored for future need. Then, free delivery 
having become a war casualty, one sees her waiting for street car or bus, 
then clambering on and off burdened with bags and parcels. 


If “they also serve who only stand and wait,” by what standards shall 
one appraise the work of those for whom the waiting is just one item 
among many on the day’s program? We cannot lessen the tasks nor de- 
crease the minute details which are the last and winning requirement for 
freeing the millions in whose behalf rationing has been devised. ‘The 
patience and understanding, the consistent lack of complaint on the part 
of the shopper, are some of the outstanding traits which one observes and 
admires. The least we can do is to give appreciation to the Woman with 
a Basket. 


THE CHURCH 


IN THE NEWS 


On Guard 


Tue Nazis have figured out a plan 
for making pastors of the Church of 
‘Norway more useful, They have as- 
signed some of them to guard bridges 

1a located at strategic 
% points. The clergy- 
man-guard be- 
cis comes personally 
responsible for 
“um any act of sabo- 
ret tage committed. 
The Strommens 
Bridge, over the 
Nid River, was put in keeping of 
Pastor Bergh at Arendal. The pastor 
accepted his assignment solemnly. 
He went to his post directly from 
church after conducting the Sunday 
service, still dressed in clerical gown. 

The Germans were made some- 
what uncomfortable by all the pub- 
licity this event received. Friends 
of the pastor gathered around him in 
large numbers, shaking his hand, 
and photographers took pictures, re- 
ports Religious News Service. 


— 


>. 


; 
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First Day of the Week 


Lone ago the early Christian con- 
gregations found it wise to shift their 
time of public worship from Satur- 
day evening (the beginning of the 
first day of the week, according bi 
Jewish reckoning) to Sunday mort! 
ing. They did this to adjust their 
practices to the habits of the Gentile 
Christians, who found the early 
morning hour more convenient. 

Just recently the Hebrew congre- 
gation of Washington, D. C., for the 
first time in its ninety-one years of 
existence, has found it necessary to 
hold Sunday morning services. War- 
time conditions warrant changes in 
traditional observance, Rabbi Nor- 
man Gerstenfeld explains. 

“It was a step that had to be 
taken,” he says. “People are work- 
ing longer hours. They live far from 
the temple, and they are too fatigued 
to come downtown again on Friday 
nights. Usually, they have to hurry 
from work to dinner and then to the 
temple, violating the spiritual de- 
mands of the Sabbath eve.” 
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Traditional Friday night and Sat- 


i bee. iG lem aa 


urday morning services continue, 
along with the new Sunday morning 
worship. 


National Mission Completed 


CoNSIERABLE attention has been 
aroused by the meetings held from 
November 1 to 20, in 100 cities, by 
the Christian Mission on World Or- 
der. There were more than 1,200 in 
attendance at Seattle on November 
5. Cincinnati, dropping a little below 
par, totaled 800 in attendance. 

A thousand people in Boston 
heard Dr. Roswell P. Barnes state 
that “if our churches will, they can 
have a large measure of influence in 
determining our national policy.” 

Dr. John C. Bennett told 1,000 
listeners in Hartford, Conn., that the 
church has the task of “creating hope 
in men’s hearts and yet preparing for 
the worst.” ‘We must not “white- 
wash guilty nations,” he said. But the 


Christian attitude is one of sharing» 


in the responsibility for the present 
crisis. 

In Des Moines, Iowa, Dr. Franklin 
Koch said that “our primary task is 
to inform and strengthen public 
opinion on Christian principles in- 
volved in world order.”’ Mission at- 


, tendances were reported-as 1,100 for 


Reading, Pa.; 1,000 in Houston, Tex.; 
2,000 in Cape Girardeau, Mo.; 350 
in Eugene, Ore. 

Most conspicuous upset in plans 
for the Mission occurred in Knox- 
ville, Tenn., where the meeting was 
called off on short notice. The expla- 
nation was that the date conflicted 
with a special church effort to put 
over a vote against Sunday movies 
in a city-wide referendum. 

Another explanation of the Knox- 
ville cancellation was the difficulty 
involved in segregation of Negroes 
and whites in seating plans for the 
meeting. 


Lutheran Brotherhood Meets 


Ar the biennial convention of the 
American Federation of Lutheran 
Brotherhoods, held in St. Paul, 
Minn., early this month, 600 laymen 


representing six synodical groups 
called for intensified efforts toward 
Lutheran unity. 

All local Brotherhoods were asked 
to spend at least one meeting a year 
in study of the problem of unifica- 
tion. 

Einar G. Carlson, Cleveland at- 
torney, was elected president, suc- 
ceeding J. Milton Deck of Philadel- 
phia. Dr. H. Conrad Hoyer told of 
Lutheran efforts to minister to in- 
dustrial migrants. “If the church fails 
to respond to the crying need for re- 
ligious instruction in the new war 
industry areas, it will suffer its 
greatest setback in modern history,” 
he declared. Dr. Ralph H. Long ad- 
dressed the convention on the World 


Action program. 


f 
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Swedish Radio 

In Sweden the religious programs 
on the radio have the highest pop- 
ularity among listeners, a Gallup poll 
indicates. As reported by Religious 
News Service from Stockholm, 43 per 
cent of listeners tune in on the serv- 
ices broadcast, 41 per cent listen to 
morning prayer sessions daily, 27 per 
cent evening prayer, 16 per cent 
Bible reading, 10 per cent church 
news. 

Of the listeners questioned, 64 per 
cent are well satisfied with the re- 
ligious programs being broadcast, 
and 14 per cent want more such pro- 
grams. Only 3 per cent want none at 
all, and 10 per cent want a reduction 
in the present number. 


Detroit Starts Something 


Tue work of one hundred Lu- 
theran churches in Detroit in offer- 
ing youngsters a church-centered 
program to keep them out of trouble 
has already resulted in inquiries 
from many other cities for informa- 
tion and advice. 

Detroit youth is taking to the new 
program enthusiastically. “We used 
to have about forty youngsters at 
Friday night parties,” reports the 
Rev. E. T. Bernthal of Epiphany 
Church. “Last Friday in the heavy 
rain we had over 160 turn out.” 
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IN THE WORLD'S EVE 


The Icelanders have a glowing 
commercial program ready for the 
postwar period. They intend to turn 
their country into a great hothouse 
for the production of fruits and vege- 
tables. Strange as that may seem, 
it is highly feasible; for Iceland, sit- 
ting upon a natural hot-plate, has 
unlimited live steam, volcanic 
springs and underground streams of 
hot water ready to be piped into 
every building in the land. Already 
Reykjavik, a city of 45,000, has many 
public buildings and private homes 
heated in this manner. The commer- 
cial project is not just a dream. Last 
year Iceland shipped eighty tons of 
hothouse tomatoes as an experiment, 
and it was highly successful. Hall- 
dor Jonsson, a 24-year-old Icelander, 
is even now in St. Louis, Mo., learn- 
ing in Shaw’s Gardens how to grow 
fruits and vegetables under glass. He 
is also investigating the possibilities 
of hydroponics, that intriguing new 
process by which plants are culti- 
vated in water without the use of 
any soil. Think of strawberries, 
peaches, melons, corn, etc., direct 
from Iceland in the future. That is 
another escape from food shortage 
in the future. 


Germany’s internal domestic com- 
merce is said now to be reduced 
practically to a barter basis, partic- 
ularly in retail and family opera- 
tions. Germany began early to use 
the barter method in dealing with 
her satellites and other neighbors 
with great success and profit. Later 
these revolted or lagged in the deal- 
ing because of the systematic failure 
on Germany’s part to provide what 
she promised. The present internal 
barter, however, rests upon a differ- 
ent basis, though it is again caused 
by some failure of the government. 
The stores will not honor any gov- 
ernment ration coupons, except for 
food. For other materials—shoes, 
textiles, clothing, necessary utensils, 
which have been set aside profess- 
edly for bombed-out peoples—the 
stores seem unable, or unwilling, to 
sell, except on a black market basis 
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or by barter. This is due partly to 
the decay of monetary values, partly 
because of distrust of government 
manipulation. As a consequence, 
barter centers are being set up 
everywhere for the exchange of all 
the common necessities, with the 
idea in the background that at least 
something tangible will be obtained 
for the commodities sold. This may 
be all right—even if cumbersome— 
for those who have any superfluities 
to exchange; but how about the 
traveling population of ruined cities 
with nothing to offer? 


The Scots of Glasgow are making 
the American military invasion pay 
dividends. The Red Cross started 
the ball rolling by arranging a ban- 


quet at which a group of picked sol- 


diers and Glasgow merchants and 
professional men sat down in com- 
panies selected according to sim- 
ilarity of business interests. The con- 
sequence is that Glasgow is rapidly 
becoming the most Americanized 
city in the British Isles. The Amer- 
ican soldiers readily. accepted the in- 
vitation of their Glasgow. hosts to 
enter their stores, shops, offices, and 
show them how these things were 
being done in the U. S. A. The sat- 
isfaction has been mutual, partly be- 
cause both parties have learned 
something from each other. While 
notes of alarm and distrust are be- 
ing sounded in certain quarters on 
both sides of the Atlantic over the 
dangers of too close an alliance, 
Glasgow has already entered into a 
firm Anglo-Scot-American under- 
standing that has neither fear nor 
heartbreak in it. 


Venezuela’s 300-year-old univer- 
sity is abandoning its time-worn 
European procedure. Evidently 
moved out of its antique orbit by the 
“good neighbor” agitations that have 
been quickened in the western hem- 
isphere through the global state of 
war, the Central University at Car- 
acas is undergoing a thorough reor- 
ganization along the most modern 
lines of North American universities. 


Ry Gulius Fe Seobach 


The reconstruction of the curriculum 
is under the supervision of Dr. 
Frank McVey, until 1940 president — 
of the University of Kentucky for 
twenty-three years and before that 
of the University of North Dakota 
for eight years. Its 2,800 students 
will have a complete outfit for all 
kinds of athletics, and they are to be 
encouraged to enter seriously into 
sports—without detriment to their 
scholarship, it is hoped. To find room 
for games, the institution is abandon- 
ing also its old crumbling halls of 
learning and is moving outside the 
city. 


According to the Information Bu- 
reau of the Soviet Embassy at Wash- 
ington, the Russians seem especially 
careful at present of the health of 
their rural districts. In spite of the 
terrific need for doctors on the fight- 
ing front, Russia is making heroic 
efforts to meet the medical neces- 
sities of her most remote rural sec- 
tions. This is a decided contrast to 
the Imperial Russian procedure dur- 
ing World War I. Then there was 
one doctor to every 24,500 persons 
in the central provinces; one to every 
38,000 in the Caucasus; one to every 
93,000 in Central Asia; or 4,142 rural 
medical centers and 4,941 medical 
outposts in all Russia attended by 
6,500 doctors and assistants. Now 
there are 13,500 rural medical units 
employing 20,000 doctors and 39,500 
assistants. This medical service is 
scrupulously distributed throughout 
the whole country. In the meantime 
the U. S. Public Health Service de- 
clares warningly (November 3) that 
our available supply of physicians 
for civilians will fall below the safety 
level (one doctor for every 1,500 
persons is the standard) early next 
year. The present year is showing 
an increasing death rate due to the 
military drain, and the rate may be 
expected to rise steadily. The U.S. 
P. H. S. lists areas in Berks, Dela- 
ware, Chester and Montgomery 
counties, bordering on Philadelphia, 
as already in an “acutely” dangerous 
health condition. 


air we breathe on this November day 
will be charged with thankfulness. 


For These We Thank Thee 


As of NOVEMBER 25, 1943, "THE LUTHERAN" Provides 
Data for Thankful Thinking 


SrrictLy speaking, the designation of November 25 as a day for Thanks- 
giving is an act by the President of the United States and the governors of 
the commonwealths of the nation. There is a large factor in the day’s exer- 
cises however, that is supplied by our religion, and the original precedent 
was furnished by the early colonists of the continent, who set a day apart 
to give thanks for what very literally was then providential escape from 


"BOOK OF FACTS" SAYS 
The above phrase appears as a | 
subhead on the title page of The | 
World Almanac, an annual issued by | 
one of America’s newspapers. Maybe 
not every statement in every para- 
graph of this 960-page book is fact, 
but certainly the statistical data are | 
entitled to a sufficient degree of con- © 
fidence to justify our presenting 


starvation. 

Naturally the state looks to the 
church for the management of an 
occasion which calls primarily for 
the recognition of God and our 
thanks to Him. This implication of 
the need for co-operation which the 
civil authority expresses by request- 
ing the people to assemble in their 
places of worship is in itself a reason 
why the Christian citizen should 
give grave and specific heed to the 
proclamations concerning this day 
in November. He may well thank 
God for his right to thank Him. 


SCRIPTURE'S TEACHINGS 

Three portions of our Bible are 
designated as the Scripture lessons 
on Thanksgiving Day. They should 
be recited at our breakfast tables 
and then heard again from the lec- 
terns of our churches. The first is 
from Deuteronomy; it was originally 
descriptive of that holy land into 
which God led the people whom He 
had chosen for a peculiar destiny. 
But very commonly, Christian peo- 
ple living in the United States and 


Canada say, as their minds absorb/ 


the contents of chapter 8, “Why, that’ 
is my country: it is my land of 
opportunity.” 

Isaiah’s words, chapter 26, verses 
1-12, will impress us from a different 
point of view; through the great 


prophet of Israel one thinks of his. 


nation’s privileges as of a refuge; we 
Lutherans find in the 46th psalm an 
equivalent expression of confidence. 
But the climax of revealed power is 
reached in the words of Paul to Tim- 
othy. (I Timothy 2: 1-8.) Families 
should talk this exhortation over 
among themselves. When our politi- 
cal representatives gather to state 
the terms of a just and durable peace, 
their constituents will have occasion 
to surround them with the kind of 
reliance on God which is obtained 
by prayers for all men, for govern- 
ments, and for godliness. And if we 
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THANKSGIVING DAY 


PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT Calls 
Nation to Climax of Food Month 


“God’s help to us has been great 
in this year of march toward world- 
wide liberty. In brotherhood with 
warriors of other United Nations, 
our gallant men have won victories, 
have freed our homes from fear, 
have made tyranny tremble, and 
have laid the foundation for free- 
dom of life in a world which will 
be free. 

“Our forges and hearths and mills 
have wrought well; and our weapons 
have not failed. Our farmers, Vic- 
tory gardeners, and crop volunteers 
have gathered and stored a heavy 
harvest in the barns and bins and 
cellars. Our total food production 
for the year is the greatest in the 
annals of our country. 


“For all these things we are de- 
voutly thankful, knowing also that 
so great mercies exact from us the 
greatest measure of sacrifice and 
service. 

“Now, therefore, I, Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby desig- 
nate Thursday, November 25, 1943, 
as a day for expressing our thanks 
to God for His Blessings. November 
having been set aside as ‘Food Fights 
for Freedom Month,’ it is fitting that 
Thanksgiving Day be made the cul- 
mination of the observance of the 
month by a high resolve on the part 
of all to produce and save food and 
to ‘share and play square’ with food. 


“May we on Thanksgiving Day 
and on every day express our grati- 
tude and zealously devote ourselves 
to our duties as individuals and as 
a Nation. May each of us dedicate 
his utmost efforts to speeding the 
victory which will bring new oppor- 
tunities for peace and brotherhood 
among men. 

“In witness whereof, I have here- 
unto set my hand and caused the 
seal of the United States of America 
to be affixed. 


“FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT.” 


are keen in our thinking and humble 
in our attitude toward God, the very 


some of them as bases for thankful- | 


ness. One begins with the figures of | 


U. S. area—continental, territorial, 
and dependent — 3,733,993 square | 
miles. Other nations have more; but | 
the point for us on Thanksgiving ~ 
Day is that we have enough and to © 
spare. 

Concerning the continental area, 
our authority comments upon its 
varieties of climate, soil, and prod- 
ucts. Certainly in the past, people 
from “every nation under heaven” 
have made their homes here, and 
transferred their loyalties. Here na- | 
ture has not only granted space but © 
has encouraged such agencies of 
communication as enabled a distri- 
bution of commodities and a sense 
of unity. Transportation is the mech- 
anism for the exchange of goods. | 
The United States has eight great | 
rivers within its boundaries; the 
Hudson, Delaware, Potomac, Missis- 
sippi, Ohio, Missouri, Columbia and 
Colorado. All but the last are navi- 
gable, and each is the main channel 
into which flows a network of 
streams. 

It has been said, apropos of the 
poverty of Spain, that it has few 
good roads. Of China one reads that 
its people often had plenty in one 
area while those just over the moun- 
tain chain were starving. Traffic 
ways were lackiny. The United 
States has over half a million miles 
of public roads and 236,000 miles of 
railroad systems. Its inter-city bus. 
business in 1941 reported bus-miles 
operated as 999,388. The measure of 
steamboat transportation was not 
found, nor were we able to cull out 
of the data concerning planes the 
figures for traffic. As to automobile 


~ travel, we concluded statistical re- 


ports of recent date are included 
among military secrets. 


A FEW MORE FIGURES 


A paragraph sponsored by the 
Department of Commerce estimates 


The Lutheran 


that “the assessed valuation (1940) 
of the forty-eight states and the Dis- 
trict of Columbia was $144,631,431,- 
000. Which being interpreted in 
words, means a bit less than 145 bil- 
lions of dollars. Under annual “Total 
National Income” one finds for 1941 
the stupendous sum of ninety-four 
billion five hundred forty million 
dollars. Under National Wealth the 
figure given is $320,803,862,000 for 
1922. We do not undertake to com- 
-prehend so inconceivable a sum. 
And believe it or not, the nation has 
more money in its pockets and de- 
positories than ever before. The sum 
is approaching thirty-six billion dol- 
lars. Just how great our credit with 
each other is deemed to be, is de- 
rived from how much we have put 
into the national debt. Appropria- 
tions for the fiscal year 1943 are a 
digital wonder. We quote the sum 
given $140,771,140,604.16. Can any- 
one present sixteen cents in more 
honorable company? 

The glory of the land is its farms 
and the headache of our Congress is 
the farmer. And why not? There are 
over a million farms, with a total 
area of land in excess of. six billion 
acres, with a value of over 33 bil- 
lion dollars. 

Other items of productive wealth 
are mines, factories and commercial 
enterprises. 

President Roosevelt in his procla- 
mation mentions “our forges and 
hearths and mills.” The phrase is not 
equivalent to mechanisms, but it 
suggests the mechanical resources 
which have been available in the 
past year. What our Chief Executive 
implies, broadcasters often refer to 
specifically when they refer to the 
conversion by which the “war effort” 
was maintained for the emergency. 

It was to Archimedes, an ancient 
Greek philosopher, that a reference 
is credited concerning an original 
form of machinery, the lever. Carlyle 
gave precedence to man among God’s 
creatures by describing him as a 
tool-using animal. We do not assert 
supremacy to American inventors 
and mechanicians, but they seem to 
us to have a front rank for both the 
quantity and the quality of their 
supplements to manpower. 


ASSETS OF CULTURE 

We can understand the conclusion 
of a noted representative of Sweden 
to whom has been accredited the 
discouraging remark (to California) 
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“Ay tank Ay go home.” There was 
the poet who wrote— 


“Breathes there the man with soul so 
dead 

Who never to himself has said, 

This is my own, my native land!” 


Believe it or not, those lines were 
not written by an American but by 
Sir Walter Scott, truly a Scotch man. 
Our favorite authority on America’s 
merits is the unnamed citizen of 
Utica, New York, who, returning 
from Europe in stormy weather and 
arriving at the port of New York, 
saluted the statue of Liberty as his 
ship passed Bedloe’s Island with the 
words, “Good-bye, Lib. If you ever 
see me again you will turn around.” 

The American at his family din- 
ner tomorrow can boast a bit about 
the privileges which his country has 
for its sons and daughters. He can 
cite its public school system and the 
principle of compulsory education. 
This means theoretical provision for 
about thirty million boys and girls 
over age six and under twenty-one. 

More than a million and a quarter 
of the young men and young women 
were enrolled in colleges and uni- 
versities in the year 1940. There are 
approximately 750 “chief colleges” 
enumerated in the World Almanac 
and this number does not include 
“Junior” colleges nor schools for spe- 
cial training. 


THE HIGHEST PRIVILEGE 

But at the head of the list of the 
character making resources of the 
nation are its churches. Some people 
underrate their power and overlook 


the antagonism to higher ideals 
which human sinfulness applies, by 
commenting scornfully that barely 
half the people belong to any church. 

But our thankful citizen should be 
grateful beyond words for what the 
52 million members of ecclesiastical 
societies have done for their country 
and are doing. It was the Christian 
demand for freedom of worship that 
put the bill of rights into the Amer- 
ican constitution and it is the same 
sense of obligation to the God of na- 
tions that has made this freedom 
of such value as to rate it the basic 
and energizing factor in a great war. 
It is the Bible which the churches 
keep open that inspires our soldiers 
in battle and their kinfolk at home 
in support of the war effort. 

It is these same followers of Jesus 
Christ who will say when the time 
comes, “Vengeance is mine, saith 
the Lord, I will repay.” Thereby 
immoderate vengeance will be re- 
duced to reasonableness and re- 
prisals will not reproach a people 
who know what a free world means 
from having lived in one. 

And last of all, we thank God, 
from Alaska to Australia, from New 
York to San Francisco, that sooner 
or later—sooner we hope and pray— 
this war will end and those now 
abroad will come home. It is our final 
thankful thought that no form of 
aid to them in combat has been de- 
nied them. We at home made their 
support the primary objective. Speed 
of production and ingenuity lessened 
the hazards of battle, so that more 
will come home sooner. 


A Thanksgiving Prayer 


By JOHN D. M. BROWN, Muhlenberg College 


Acatn, O Lord, Thy harvest fields are spread 
Before our wondering eyes, Thy hills are crowned 
With glory, and their glow floods all the ground 
Beneath our feet; by Thee with daily bread 

And overflowing cup our mouths are fed, 


And we are clothed with raiment, while around 
Our steps Thy gifts of goods and grace are found, 
And oil of blessing crowns our mortal head. 

Be our days few or many, may they be 

Lived close to Thee from whom all blessings flow, 
That we may find our souls each day restored. 

We lift our loving hearts, O Lord, to Thee 

To hold us fast and not to let us go 

Until Thou bless us with Thy holy word. 


Allentown, Pa. 


HAPPENINGS IN THE HOME 


THE CHURCH STEPS IN 

@ We live about eleven miles from 
our church, and there is no other 
church any nearer. Until gasoline ra- 
tioning came, we attended church and 
Sunday school and took our children 
with us. Now that is impossible except 
occasionally. While we adults miss 
both services very much, the worst is 
that the children cannot have the bene- 
fit of Sunday school. In such a case 
how can their religious training best be 
continued? Does the church have any 
plan to meet this kind of need? 


Yes, the church is ready to come 
to the aid of your children and your- 
selves. The Home Department is in- 
tended to reach all persons who 
will not attend the church school or 
who cannot attend: Contrary to the 
idea which some people have, it is 
not limited to adults. It is for all 
ages. If your own church school has 
a home department it can furnish to 
each member of the family the les- 
son materials suitable for that age. 
If such a department does not exist 
in your church school it should be 
introduced to meet yours and other 
similar needs. 

For children under twelve The 
Christian Life Course, The Augs- 
burg Uniform Lesson Series or The 


Children of the Church Series sae 


be used. For intermediates an 
seniors the church offers The-Chris- 
tian Life Course, The Augsburg Uni- 
form Lesson Series or The Christian 
Youth Series. The Augsburg Uni- 
form Lesson Series or the Electives 
for Young People are available for 
young people (18-23). Adults may 
be furnished The Augsburg Home 
Department Lessons or adult elec- 
tives, such as What a Church Mem- 
ber Should Know, What a Church 
Member Should Do, Christian World 
Action, or other selected lessons, in- 
cluding courses on Christian family 
life. 

Home study may receive guidance 
by special visitors, but parents may 
well serve as guides and teachers for 
their own children in their own 
homes. What is accomplished will 
depend upon the interest and effort 
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which are put into the work. As soon 
as conditions of travel improve, the 
whole family ought to return to reg- 
ular church and church school at- 
tendance. 


TO BORROW OR NOT TO BORROW? 

@ Last evening our family talked over 
the possibilities of a vacation trip. Since 
the car cannot be used, it would have 
to be by train and would therefore call 
for a larger outlay of money. In view 
of other expenses, some of the vacation 
money would have to be borrowed. We 
have had to borrow money before and 
have found it almost impossible to re- 
pay it. Would it be proper to borrow 
some money to make a vacation pos- 
sible? 

Yes, borrowing is much easier 
than repaying. Debts and “dead 
horses” are about the most difficult 
and unpleasant obligations to pay. 
Knowing that and the effect horrow- 
ing may have on one’s total financial 
situation, some sober thought should 
be given to any kind of borrowing 
before taking action. And do not 
overlook the fact that the obligation 
will affect the whole family. 

Sickness, death, unemployment or 
some other disaster usually justifies 
borrowing, if there is no other way 
out. Sometimes one may properly 
arrange a loan to buy needed equip- 
ment the lack of which is a serious 
handicap, especially if the purchase 
will facilitate repayment. Well-con- 
sidered business undertakings, 
avoidance of liquidation of assets at 
unfavorable prices, or repayment of 
a number. of small debts may justify 
borrowing, but one ought to be able 
to see the possibility of canceling the 
loan in a reasonable time. Thére 
may also be other situations in 
which borrowing would be defen- 
sible. Every case, however, must be 
determined on its own merits, but 
one had better lean to the conserva- 
tive side. 

Borrow for a vacation? Hardly. 
There may be a few situations in 
which a vacation would be impera- 
tive and borrowing justified, but 
your proposition does not seem to be 
one. As you further. consider this 


question, you had better listen to 
reason rather than your feelings or 
inclinations, or your children’s 
pleading. A shorter, more econom- | 
ical, different vacation will probably 
do the family just as much good as 
the more expensive one, and you 
will all have more peace of mind and 
a better reserve for any future ill- 
ness. Do not permit the prospect of 


immediate pleasure to cloud your © 


thinking or impair ‘the family’s 
future welfare. 


THE BRIGHT CHILD'S FUTURE 

@ I have heard it said that children 
who are very bright in infancy and 
childhood degenerate later, 
very ordinary persons, and accomplish 
nothing more than the bare earning of 
a living. In several cases of which I 
know it has worked just that way. 
What is the reason for such changes? 
Is it better then for children not to be 
so bright and have a better future? 


Ir 1s not true that “infant prod- 
igies,” as a rule, turn out so poorly. 
Most of the bright boys and girls 
have kept up their pace throughout 
life and have accomplished many of 
the finest things of which we know. 

Sometimes it happens that a boy 
or girl has high intelligence which is 
not matched by his other traits, such 
as health, temperament, social 
adaptability and moral integrity, and 
he proves a failure because of his 
other poor qualities. In other cases, 
the child or young person has been 
improperly handled by parents or 
teachers, and his adjustment to the 
world has been thwarted. His suc- 
cess will then be very limited. A few 
very bright children have, unfor- 
tunately, been highly publicized. 
That was in itself a handicap. Some 
of them later proved failures, as 
judged by expectations, and again 
they got publicity. The publicity led 
many people incorrectly to conclude 
that all bright youngsters become 
“fizzles.” . 

It should be added that most su- 
perior boys and girls who “make 
good” in maturity are not given pub- 
licity, except when some achieve- 
ment proves to be a good newspaper 
“story.” It is they who furnish lead- 


- ership, initiative, and the pioneering 


spirit in most areas of human attain- 
ment. The church and society need 
them very much. They should have 
every encouragement, for upon 
them depends a very large propor- 
tion of human progress. 


The Lutheran 
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A100 Per Cent Synod 


Every Congregation of the Nebraska Synod Contributed 


To Apportionment 


Tue Nebraska Synod with 47 par- 
ishes, 58 congregations, and 41 pas- 
tors actually in charge of a parish, 
as of last December, reached an im- 
portant goal in 1942. For the first 
time, in several years at least, every 
congregation in the synod paid some- 
thing toward the apportionment—a 
long step in the right direction. 

Treasurer F. E. Wood’s report for 
_ the calendar year 1942 shows total 

amount apportioned, $58,039; amount 
paid, $25,792, or 44.4 per cent. Treas- 
urer E. Clarence Miller’s report, 
published on page 2 of Tue Lu- 
THERAN, August 25, 1943, shows 
$12,577 received on the U. L. C. A. 
apportionment of $30,271, for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1943. Five 
congregations paid in full; 41 con- 
gregations paid more in 1942 than in 
1941. “ ‘God loves a cheerful giver,’ ” 
exclaims Treasurer Wood in his re- 
port. “I am praying that as indi- 
viduals we may all be able to claim 
that love in 1943.” 


CHAIRMAN RUPLEY'S REPORT 


The synodical stewardship chair- 
man; the Rev. John B. Rupley, Sr., 
reported to synod at its meeting in 
North Platte, May 10, the facts al- 
ready noted from Treasurer Wood’s 
report, plus others, and submitted 
two recommendations approved by 
the Louisville Convention. 

“This committee,” says his report, 
“during the past year endeavored to 
bring to the attention of our church 
members the need for a larger sup- 
port of the U. L. C. A. apportion- 


By ARTHUR P. BLACK 


The Rev. John B. Rupley, 
Stewardship Chairman of the 
Nebraska Synod 


ment, through two articles published 
in The Nebraska Lutheran. Last fall 
a letter was sent to all our pastors 
of synod urging an Every Member 
Visitation and that emphasis be 
given to the causes of the U, L. C. A. 
.... Your committee would like to 
emphasize the two recommendations 
presented at the thirteenth biennial 
convention of the United Lutheran 
Church, which were as follows: 

“1. ‘That the annual Every Mem- 
ber Visitation be re-indorsed as a 
feature of the congregational pro- 
gram, and that the pastors and 
church councilmen be encouraged to 
follow the method of procedure that 
will bring the most satisfactory re- 
sults—spiritually, educationally, so- 
cially, financially. 

“2. ‘That the growing practice of 
making Christian stewardship, as 
taught in the Scriptures, basic in the 


congregational program, be given 
every encouragement, to the end 
that all confirmed members be awak- 
ened to a deeper sense of personal 
responsibility for the whole program 
of the whole church.’ 


RECOMMENDATION APPROVED 


“Your committee recommends that 
the Nebraska Synod continue the ef- 
fort to raise the apportionment in 
ful, and that we endorse the recom- 
mendations presented by the Stew- 
ardship Committee of the Lutheran 
Laymen’s Movement, and adopted 
by the U. L. C. A. Biennial Conven- 
tion of 1942.” 

The recommendation was adopted; 


‘and if it is taken seriously by pastors 


and church councilmen generally 
throughout the Nebraska Synod, 
Chairman Rupley’s report to synod 
in the spring of 1944 will be the best 
from the standpoint of benev- 
olences—in the history of the synod. 
Those two recommendations adopted 
at Louisville go to the heart of every 
congregational program. 


PRESIDENTIAL RECOMMENDATIONS 


President Hershey included these 
very practical recommendations in 
his report: (1) “That the Causes of 
the whole Church be faithfully pre- 
sented to all our congregations; (2) 
“That we continue to increase our 
apportioned benevolence, and strive 
to reach the goal set before us; (3) 
“That we urge our people to meet 
their Lutheran World Action quota; 
(4) “That pastors continue to pre- 
sent to the young men of their con- 
gregations ‘the claims of the gospel 
ministry.” All four were adopted, 
along with the usual “first” recom- 
mendation “acknowledging God’s 
presence and guidance in all spiritual 
matters, and praying for His con- 
tinued guidance in all things,” 


It’s Thanksgiving Day, and I’m here by myself, 

With only their pictures, gold framed, on the shelf. 
My boy in the Air Corps, my girl in the WAC, 

And hope in my heart that some day they’ll come back. 


No Thanksgiving turkey—no big family feast, 
For my girl’s in the West and my boy’s in the East. 


Yet thankful am I for what I can do— 


Save scrap and tin cans, and buy bonds, not a few. 
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THANKSGIVING DAY 


By E. ALLAN CHAMBERLIN, Lebanon, Pa. 


No ration points left, and prices so high, 

And few things for sale in the store where I buy. 
But Thanksgiving flows, like a prayer from my heart, 
That both of my children are doing their part. 


I sing as I work, for I’m trusting in Him 
Who never knew slumber, whose eye is not dim. 


My girl’s far away, and my boy’s in the air, 


And I’m giving thanks that they’re kept in His care. 


Oh give thanks unto the Lord, 
for he is good; for his lovingkind- 
ness endureth for ever. 


Psalm 107: 1 


THANKSGIVING Day reminds us 
again to pause and consider the 
blessings received during another 
year and in the cycles preceding. A 
quarter century of newly made his- 
tory in our branch of the Lutheran 
Church and in world affairs, since 
November 1918, presents items of 
momentous importance. Much of the 
past should be treasured in grateful 
remembrance. We are called upon 
by Presidential proclamation to 
think thankfully and to pray trust- 
ingly. Great perils have beset all na- 
tions, but we give thanks for the 
divine Presence Who has led out in 
ways seen and unseen. For material 
wealth and production and for the 
fruitage of wise planning and col- 
lective effort we express our appre- 
ciation to the Giver of all good. 


+ + + 


For thou hast also wrought all 
our works for us. Isaiah 26: 12 


“No free government can survive 
without the props of religion and 
morality,” declared George Washing- 
ton. Judge William Bobbitt said re- 
cently, “Morale is based upon mor- 
als. If our civilization is to survive, 


we must give more support to those, 


institutions which promote morals 
the Law, the School, the Church.” 
Back of religion and morality, and of 
all institutions promoting them, is 
the Ruler of the universe. A per- 
sonal God, all-wise, and ever-pres- 
ent in helpfulness is the answer to 
all human problems and creature 
needs. 


+ + + 


I have taught thee in the way of 
wisdom; I have led thee in paths of 
uprightness. Proverbs 4: 11 


Tue function of a teacher should 
be “to lead into both wisdom and up- 
rightness.” An advertisement of 
Marion College referred to her as a 
“Mother of Christian Character.” 
When we sing, “God Bless America,” 
we think of her as our national 
mother and are grateful for the high 


10 


principles she has taught us—free- 
dom, righteousness and responsibil- 
ity. The natives of the Trobriant 
Islands in the South Seas practiced 
sorcery, condoned lying, and consid- 
ered adultery a virtue until the gos- 
pel mission taught them otherwise. 
As someone said, “The truly free 
man uses his freedom wisely.” 


+ + + 


In all thy ways acknowledge him, 
and he will direct thy paths. 
Proverbs 3:6 


Tue “strangely quiet, soft-spoken 
man” who rules over the destinies of 
the largest group of the world’s pop- 
ulation is reported to spend a part 
of every day with his staff in pray- 
ing and Bible reading. Led from 
Buddhism to the worship of the true 
God, he and his brilliant wife are 
outstanding exponents before all the 
world of positive Christian faith and 
action. Sometimes the advance of 
their nation toward the goal of vic- 
tory over aggression from without 
and heathenism within has been like 
the winding Yangtze, moving irre- 
sistibly toward the east and the Pa- 
cific Ocean. So are directed the paths 
of all wandering pilgrims who ac- 
knowledge the guidance of God. 


+ + + 


Salvation will he appoint for walls 
and bulwarks. Isaiah 26: 1 


Muituions of civilians are reported 
killed ox made homeless in Germany 
by the blockbusters and other bombs 
and incendiaries. Yet even more 
millions in many lands are made vic- 
tims of the spiritual forces of evil 
which have swooped out of the night 
or from behind dark clouds to rain 
destruction upon the souls of men. 
Crumbling are the morals and morale 
of untold numbers whose spiritual 
stamina has been shaken or blasted. 
But salvation is at hand by power of 
the Lord of hosts. 


rs ence ee nae § 
Jehovah, thou wilt ordain peace 
for us. Isaiah 26: 12 


Winninc the peace may be harder 
than winning the war. Peoples of 
the Allied Nations rejoice over the 


By J. WILLIAM McCAULEY 


auspicious beginning of world re- 
construction at the recent Moscow 


conference and other international 


gatherings. The definite articles of 


agreement signed by representatives 


of four leading world powers sig- | 
nalize a practical achievement which | 
surprises the most optimistic. But in 


every set of proposals and under- 


standings there lurk many problems | 
challenging solution. Patience and | 
sympathetic understanding will be | 


continually needed. Only the Ruler 
of all nations can foresee the future 
and ordain peace among the nations 
and in every trusting soul. ; 


+ + + 


He that supplieth seed to the 
sower and bread for food, shall 
supply and multiply your seed for 


s’ wing, and increase the fruits of © 


your righteousness. 


II Corinthians 9: 10 


Tue Thanksgiving Day dinner ~ 


brings tokens of the harvest’s abund- 


ance and reminds us of our respon- | 


sibility of sharing. For material 
gifts, for intangible blessings, and for 
the increase of the “fruits of right- 
eousness” we give thanks to the 
heavenly Father. He multiplies the 
seed and makes possible our daily 
bread. But let us not forget the con- 


ditions He imposes as to the sowing, ~ 


cultivating and harvesting, and the 
tangible expression of gratitude in 
rendering to the Giver the tithe for 
His Kingdom. Giving. thanks should 
have its counterpart in thankful 
giving. 


“Dear Father, bless our boys. 
Wherever they may be 
On land or sea 
Be ever at their side. 
Great God, who rules on high, 
Lead them to victory. 
God bless our boys. 


“Hear, Father, this our prayer, 
That peace may be restored, 
And this war cease. 
Until that day doth come 
Guide them where’er they go, 
Then bring them safely home. 
God bless our boys.” 
Bessemer City, N. C., Bulletin. 
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THREE OBJECTIVES 


Dr. C. E. Krumbholz Reports Obstacles to Efficient 


Service in Children's Homes 


THe outstanding problem of our 
Church welfare organizations is the 
dearth of available personnel. Many 
of our children’s homes are seriously 
crippled by lack of adequate staff. 
Staff and service workers are being 
drained off into war industries which 
pay wages with which the institu- 
tions cannot compete. Agency staffs 
are also being seriously handicapped 
by too rapid turnover in trained 
workers and the almost impossible 
ability to replace lost personnel. Ex- 
ecutives are plunged into discour- 
agement and sometimes despair. 

But ingenuity and initiative are 
being brought into play. Adjust- 
ments are being made which though 
not ideal or often desirable for the 
welfare of the persons served, are 
nevertheless the only available solu- 
tion. We note with gratification that 
a number of the organizations are 
making use of volunteers. The 
Toledo Inner Mission Society an- 
nounces a training course for volun- 
teers to replace workers in its set- 
tlement house who have been called 
into government service. Other 
agencies are making similar plans to 
fill their depleted staffs. 

The significance of this situation 
for our church people we hope will 
not be lost. In the midst of all the 
opportunities for service in these 
days, and they are multitudinous, 
services to the welfare organizations 
of the Church, full time or volun- 
teer, are not the least important, in 
terms of contribution to the war ef- 
fort and in challenging interest. The 
Church needs its man and woman 
power. 

One of the most disturbing aspects 
of the whole problem, in our opinion, 
is the low estimate many of our peo- 
ple, young and old, seem to have of 
service in our institutions for chil- 
dren and aged persons. Repeatedly 
we have been informed by an appli- 
cant for full-time work that they are 
not interested in institutional work; 
compensation is too low, hours are 
too long, and opportunity for service 
too limited. 

The second of these objections to 
service in institutions we frankly 
admit is probably cogent in many 
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cases. It is a problem which super- 
intendents and boards ought to make 
every effort to solve. Many of them 
would be glad to do so if funds were 
available and more personnel could 
be found. 

The first objection, that of inade- 
quate compensation, we think may 
be questioned in a number of in- 
stances. Admittedly salaries have 
been low in the past, but this does 
not obtain generally today. What is 
often overlooked is the fact that 
maintenance is usually included in 
the compensation paid to institu- 
tional workers. 

But it is the third objection which 
is the least cogent. The institution 
with its day-by-day contacts with 
those it serves offers a rich oppor- 
tunity for service. Especially is this 


WOUNDED—YET THEY 


THE room was full of men—mosily 
hospital patients who had seen serv- 
ice overseas. Edwards, a sergeant, 
glanced around the Service Center. 
How much like home it appeared to 
him! There were many comforts, 
good homemade food, and even a 
piano. Paul at the piano played 
beautifully, without notes, his fingers 
apt in spite of being somewhat 
scratched and scarred. Al, standing 
at his left, and Bill at his right were 
listening. In other parts of the room 
men were reading, lounging, playing 
at checkers or chess. 

As Paul’s fingers glided over the 
keys in runs, improvisations, and 
popular strains his fingers gradually 
touched upon a church hymn, “I 
Need Thee Every Hour.” Without 
knowing it the men, responsive and 
attentive, seemed to have been wait- 
ing for just that. Putting all else 
aside, they sang—from their souls. 
Al’s hands, never made to carry a 
gun, were clenched in prayer. Pri- 
vate Joe, who had lost a leg in New 
Caledonia, and Bill, who was minus 
both hands, joined in the singing. 
Edwards, face badly scarred, sang 
deeply. All gave with meaning. The 


true of Christian institutions. By 
daily living and the influence of 
Christian personality the lives of 
children may be moulded into char- 
acter that will be of life-long value. 
To say that institutions offer limited 
service to the staff members is never 
true. On the other hand, it is a chal- 
lenge to exert one’s best. One must 
have a deep sympathy and a love for 
persons, coupled with all the intel- 
ligence and understanding one can 
acquire into why individual children 
and old people act and react to cir- 
cumstances. 

Here is no easy task. It is of vital 
importance that the institution itself 
and its managing board do every- 
thing possible to make its staff posi- 
tions so attractive that people will 
want to serve. It is equally impor- 
tant that our church people come to 
a new appreciation of the real op- 
portunities of Christian service 
which the institution offers. Along 
this path lies the answer to the press- 
ing needs of our institutions for ade- 
quate staff personnel. 


SING 


By RUTH SCHNEIDER 


words of the hymn carried them to 
the distant battlefields where they 
had been wounded in service for 
their country. 
“T need Thee, O I need Thee; 
Evry hour I need Thee; 
O bless me now, my Saviour, 
I come to Thee.” 


Ending the song, a dead silence 
followed. It was broken by a sob. 
Paul, whose one eye had been com- 
pletely shot out and the other badly 
damaged, could control himself no 
longer. Tears streamed down his 
face; he bowed his head. Together 
the men bowed with him in silent 
prayer to God. On their faces thank- 
fulness, faithfulness, and genuine de- 
votion were imprinted. 7 

The men left the Center. They 
were not embittered to their Saviour. 
“T haven’t enjoyed an evening so 
much in many a month,” said Al. “I 
feel so much at home here,” agreed 
Edwards. “Yes,” said Paul, “I thank 
God for this Lutheran Service Cen- 
ter.” 

(The above story is a true incident 
that occurred in one of our Lu- 
theran Service Centers located in 
the area of a large army hospital.) 


AMONG OURSELVES 
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WOMAN'S BUSINESS 


THERE seems to be no doubt that 
this war is woman’s business. 

It has happened before, of course. 
There were the Amazons, those 
mighty, manlike females who donned 
shield and breastplate and went 
forth to battle. And there was Queen 
Boadicea, proud and warlike queen 
of the ancient Britons. And Joan of 
Are. And Molly Pitcher. 

They make interesting reading— 
the stories of those almost legendary 
heroines of the past; but it is hard 
to make those fabulous creatures 
seem like flesh and blood. 

It is much easier to picture 
Florence Nightingale, looking like 
Kay Francis, sweeping through the 
hospitals of the Crimea and bringing 
healing and health. Even if we 
haven’t seen her on the screen, we 
understand her, for she is doing 
something which women under- 
stand: she is picking up the pieces; 
she is rebuilding; she is bringing life. 

She is almost as real to us as the 
nurses of 1943 who follow in her 
train. And those women are very 
real. They must be in order to save 
our sanity in this upheaval. 

In a sense, perhaps, the WACS' 
and the WAVES and the SPARS, 
and all the other women who are 
helping the war effort and hastening 
the day. of victory might seem to be- 
long in that tradition, too. Killing 
and bloodshed will not stop until vic- 
tory is won. An end of destruction 
seems the logical forerunner of 
world-wide rebuilding. So the wo- 
men are on the march. Along with 
the right to vote, they have won the 
right to fight. This war is quite def- 
initely woman’s business. 

But if war is woman’s business, so 
is peace. The only tolerable end of 
the war is victory; and the only 
tolerable outcome of that victory is 
peace. The woman who stands 
shoulder to shoulder with man in the 
fight for freedom, must do her share 
to build a peaceful world. 


12 


Women are taking a larger and 
larger part in national and world af- 
fairs. We are proud of some of them 
and ashamed of others; but there 
they are. Women, like men, are good 
and bad, wise or stupid, world- 
minded or selfish. No one sex has a 
monopoly on the virtues or the fail- 
ings to which human flesh is heir. 
Just as we have always had states- 
men or politicians, real leaders or 
opportunists, among the men, we 
have them now in both sexes. We 
need the highest sort of leadership 
at this point, regardless of gender. 
Women must do their part. 

So that is that, and Mrs. Average 
Christian can relax. She is not, and 
does not want to be, a leader in the 
church or in the world, or anywhere 
outside her own home. She wwill go 
to the polls and vote for the people 
she hopes are the best ones. She 
will go to church and contribute to 
charity. But her major interest is 
her home. 

You know as well as I do that that 
picture of the average Christian 
woman is outmoded. She may have 
looked like that twenty years or so 
ago, but not any longer. She realizes 


‘all too well that war can reach into 


her own home and change her whole 
routine overnight. She knows what 
the present war means in terms of 
family life. She doesn’t want an- 
other. 

Do you remember how we laughed 
over the college boys who organized 
the “Veterans of Future War”? It 
was all very gay and fantastic. Such 
a thing couldn’t happen again. But 
it did. 

The phrase doesn’t sound so 
amusing when you think of it as ap- 
plying to the present generation of 
school children—boys and girls, this 
time. Another war is not a quaint 
impossibility. We have too much 
common sense to think that such a 
catastrophe could not happen again. 

Have we enough common sense to 
realize that it need not happen 
again? 


It will happen again unless we 
succeed in creating a world order 
that makes it impossible. And every 
woman has a place in the fight to 
create that kind of a world order. 
She must either put the weight of 
her effort on the side of peace and 
brotherhood, or her inert weight will 
help to tip the scales-in the other di- 
rection. Peace and war are her busi 
ness. 


MAKE IT OVER 


It seems that there was once a 
time when women either accepted 
the face God gave them with grat- 
itude, or gave it up as a bad job and 
devoted themselves to good works. 

Now it seems that no woman 

needs to live with a face she doesn’t 
like. She may not be able to afford 
the surgery necessary to alter the 
bone structure, but she herself can 
make a lot of improvements. 
. She begins with a lubricating and 
cleansing cream. This she uses with 
painstaking regularity. Then she ap- 
plies. a good foundation cream and 
the right shade of powder to produce 
a smooth and lovely effect. Finally 
she adds color. She applies it so that 
it not only brightens and animates 
her expression, but in such a way 
as to obscure her defects and play up 
her good points. When she is through, 
she looks and feels like a new wo- 
man. 

Few of us have time to remake 
our faces in this fashion; but when 
you stop to think about the matter, 
the formula is a pretty good one for 
remaking human personality. If we 
were going to make over our lives, 
we might write this prescription: 

1. Cleanse and lubricate regularly. 

A particularly unpleasant form of 
sin is rigidity and intolerance, mas- 
querading as Christianity. Cleansing 
is important; but so is lubrication. 

2. Apply a good foundation. 


A little knowledge is dangerous. A 


lot of knowledge, well rubbed in, 
produces a smooth effect. 

3. Add color. 

Is there such a thing as a colorless 
Christian? Real Christianity pro- 
duces vitality and animation. It re- 


-leases inhibitions. It produces life 


and joy—color. 

It demands the using of every gift 
the individual possesses. Good at- 
tributes grow better and defects de- 
crease. 

Behold! A new woman! 
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JUST ONE MORE—The Lathrops Give Thanks 


Tue cranberries bubbled cheer- 
fully. Thank goodness I had enough 
sugar to make the jelly. I suppose I 
could give thanks perfectly well 
without cranberry jelly, but it 
wouldn’t be Thanksgiving Day, 
somehow. 

My mind drifted back over 
Thanksgiving Days I had known, as 
I prepared vegetables. It is too bad 
to be so vitamin-conscious that you 
feel guilty about preparing vegeta- 
bles the day before. I used to feel 
virtuous because I was so efficient. 
Now I feel guilty because I can al- 
most see the vitamins escaping into 

Grandmother never had any such 
worries. I can still see her in her 
large, crisp gingham apron, a kettle 
of potatoes or carrots or turnips in 
her lap. Her hands worked rapidly, 
removing paper-thin peelings, while 
she told me a story of the days when 
she was young. Some of the stories 
may have been about the days when 


her mother was young, for as I try. 


to recall them I find Indians all 
mixed up with runaway slaves. 

“Bird cleaned, jelly under way, 
vegetables ready, pies made, stuffing 
tomorrow,” I murmured. 

“Talking to yourself. Must be a 
sign of something.” Jerry perched on 
the corner of the table for a minute. 

“Just checking over the things I 
have done and left undone, for to- 
morrow. What’s on your mind?” 

“T’m heading over to the church 
to see whether the chrysanthemums 
that were left on the altar on Sunday 
are fresh enough for tomorrow.” 

“Well! Isn’t that up to the altar 
committee?” 

“It is; but I told Mrs. Gerber I'd 
check and let her know. She asked 
me to, and it was easier to agree 
than to fuss around finding a tact- 
ful way to say she ought to do it.” 

“I know. I was thinking that very 
thing about getting ready here at 
home. I could fly right through with 
things now; but I owe it to Joan and 
Mark to let them contribute some- 
thing. I’ve promised Joan that she 
can help with the jelly.” 

“Who’s going to clean up?” 
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“T know, it sounds dangerous; but 
she was not bad with that apple jelly, 
you remember, and she wanted so 
much to do it.” 

“What's Mark going to do? Joan 
has made those favors and she’s go- 
ing to help with this. We don’t want 
to let Mark off entirely. I heard him 
getting off something smart about 
‘girls’ work the other day.” 

“He’s picked that up from ‘Skin- 
ny.’ I pointed out that poor ‘Skinny’ 
is the only male member of his 
household, that if he had his Dad 
there he’d feel different about the 
matter. Certainly you never feel that 
you have demeaned yourself when 
you grab a dish towel.” 

“T should say not. Well, just so 
you don’t let him off entirely.” 

“T’ll get him to cut the bread for 
stuffing.” — 

“That ought to do the trick. I’ll 
go on over to the church now and 
call Mrs. Gerber. My sermon’s fin- 
ished.” 

“Ym glad you thought of some- 
thing to say. It seems to me one 
Thanksgiving comes so fast on the 
heels of the last that there isn’t any- 
thing new to be thankful for.” 

“Tt seems like just last month in- 
stead of last year that we were get- 
ting ready for Thanksgiving, doesn’t 
yaa 

“And as soon as Thanksgiving gets 
here, Christmas is just around the 
corner, And then it’s Lent, and Eas- 
ter is here; and before long it is sum- 
mer again, and there we are back to 
Thanksgiving!” 

“Whoa! Time does go fast, but you 
go too fast for me!” 

“IT was just thinking how many 
holiday dinners I had prepared and 
my mother and grandmother before 
me. They follow so fast on each 
other that I think we should just 
skip them.” 

“Tet me out of here, before I catch 
your point of view! You must have 
rolled out of the wrong side of the 
bed this morning. Thankfulness, as 
you will hear most eloquently to- 
morrow from the pulpit, is an atti- 
tude of mind, not a listing of specific 
blessings. Material benefits come and 


go; but a thankful heart is a gift of 
God.” 

“Of course, it is. I was just talk- 
ing to hear myself talk. Now; go 
along, or you won’t be back by lunch 
time. The children will soon be 
here.” 

I began making sandwiches and 
piling them on a platter. I was sur- 
veying the mound, wondering whe- 
ther it was high enough, when Joan 
and Mark fell in the door. 

“What's for lunch?” 

“T’m starved!” 

“Sandwiches! Yippee!” Mark slid 
one off the plate and bit into it 
quickly. 

“Behave yourself! put that down 
on the table and go wash your 
hands.” 

“T was going to wash my hands 
without being told.” Joan’s voice 
dripped piety and self-approbation. 

“Oh, girls are always such per- 
fect little angels, aren’t they, Sister 
dear!” 

Still squabbling good-naturedly, 
they disappeared up the stairs. I car- 
ried the sandwiches to the dining- 
room. 

“Mark, bring that bowl of apple- 
sauce from the refrigerator,” I called 
as soon as I heard my son returning, 
“and bring some plates from the cup- 
board.” 

Eventually, the family was seated 
amicably around the table. I won- 
dered whether the few minutes that 
precede meals are the “zero hour” 
in every home. 

“One more half-day of school, then 
not any more until Monday,” gloated 
Mark. 

“You know what I specially love 
about Thanksgiving?” Joan asked. 

“Turkey!” 

“No. Not anything to eat.” 

Jerry looked pleased. “Church,” 
he suggested hopefully. 

“Football game!” Mark was trium- 
phant. 

“No. One more guess.” 

None of us had any more sugges- 
tions. “Give up? All right, the thing 
I like best about Thanksgiving is 
that when it gets here I’m sure 
Christmas will be along some day.” 
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Loro4s the Drosk 


Asout fourteen hundred of the 
U. L. C. A. pastors of parishes wrote 
to Secretary of Promotion Reinartz 
for the literature dealing with the 
silver anniversary of the U. L. C. A. 
and to these congregations Dr. Rein- 
artz adds the 600 churches that re- 
ceive the Sunday Bulletin for 
weekly distribution. Evidence from 
so large a proportion of the Church 
encourages the belief that practically 
our entire membership is in accord 
for this occasion. 

Our conviction grows in intensity 
that a coincidence of divine prov- 
idence links 1943’s November 14 to 
the future. We have strengthened 
the ties of fellowship in order to be 
powerful for coming calls upon our 
consecration. 


STATESMANSHIP AND 
CHURCHMEN 

Ministers of the churches of the 
United States, Canada, England and 
Scotland have not exposed them- 
selves to the criticisms to which they 
were subjected following the first 
world war. When in the late “twen- 
ties,” writers commented, somewhat 


superficially perhaps, on the records/ 


of the great struggle, they did not 
hesitate to declare that many par- 
sons were among the most ardent re- 
cruiting agents in the four nations 
and that some of them advised forms 
of treating enemy nations that were 
far from showing the marks of the 
Prince of Peace whose Gospel they 
were called to declare and apply. 

But in this present struggle and 
for years before its involvement of 
the United States, churchmen put 
forth every possible effort to avoid 
entrance into a second war. The or- 
ganizations whose theories of na- 
tional economy deemed resort to 
conflict not only a return to barbar- 
ism but sin of capital proportions 
have been unceasing in their activ- 
ities to create public sentiment 
which would substitute reason for 
weapons in the settlement of in- 
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ternational disputes. Temporarily 
silenced by the treachery of the Jap- 
anese and the frank atheism of many 
of the German leaders, they swung 
to propaganda in behalf of a Just and 
Durable Peace as soon as there 
were signs that the allied powers 
were approaching victory over the 
Axis nations. They have underwrit- 
ten or expanded the Four Freedoms, 
and held conferences in which rep- 
resentative churchmen have partic- 
ipated with frankness. They are now 
advocating a post-war economy that 
may err on the side of mercy, if any 
fault is to be found with their find- 
ings. But on the whole we claim -the 
Church of our Lord has given a good 
account of itself, as an advocate of 
peace among the nations. 


PARTICIPATION AND 
NEGOTIATIONS 


THE deep interest and sincere con- 
victions of these churchmen no 
doubt explain the widespread feeling 
among them that actual participation 
by clergymen in ,the deliberations 
that follow the Axis surrender is re- 
quired. They claim that only thus 
can there be valid consideration of 
the distinctively Christian tenets 
which must be implied in the treaty 
if a peace which will have the ap- 
proval of God is to be secured. 

It can be said without fear of rea- 
sonable contradiction that there are 
churchmen of :ability that would 
qualify them for a place on the peace 
commission. The Archbishop of Can- 
terbury, for example, is a.statesman 
of the first order. The number of Lu- 
therans whose Christian liberty will 
be affected warrants thought of the 
resources of our church. The names 
of several men occur to us, among 
them W. H. Greever, secretary of the 
U. L. C. A.; Ralph H. Long, Execu- 
tive Director of the National Lu- 
theran Council; and J. A. Aasgaard, 
president of the Norwegian United 
Church. 

But the nominee with the largest 


backing and with the most experi- 
ence in international negotiations is 
undoubtedly Pope Pius XII. In be- 
half of his appointment statements 
have already been published and 
plenty of evidence can be found that 
the Roman Catholic Church deems 
itself entitled to representation and 
plans to use its enormous power to 
have His Holiness seated. 

There are several reasons why no 
ecclesiastic should have a place at 
the peace table. The first is that 
neither as individuals nor as repre- 
sentatives can they command the 
exercise of the civil enforcement 
which this treaty must have to be 
effective. In the second place, 
neither Russia nor China could par- 
allel such an appointment with a 
ranking authority from their institu- 
tions of worship. Finally, if the 
Christian ‘religion cannot be en- 
trusted to its laity to provide the 
discernment needed to define and 
apply the will of God to this instru- 
ment of international agreement, we 
can be sure its conditions will suffer 
the fate of the Kellogg-Briand pact, 
the Ten Power treaty, and other in- 
struments which were drafted and 
signed by representatives of Chris- 
tian nations, but not made operative 
by sanction. j 

It can be further observed on the 
basis of quite modern history, that 
the participation of the Vatican in 
international affairs has not con- 
tributed to world peace, nor to con- 
fidence in the Catholic Church of 
temporal policies. The failure of the 
Papal authorities to protest the con- 
quest of Abyssinia by ‘the Italians is 
no sign of even average honorable- 
ness. The encouragement given the 
Franco revolutionaries in Spain, by 
which a republican form of govern- 
ment was crushed, in order that the 
Jesuits and other religious orders 
might be restored to ownership of 
vast wealth and other advantages, | 
ought to end any pretensions of 
democracy in any country where the 
Roman Catholic hierarchy is in 
power. 

Personally we prefer to entrust 
the next peace treaty to lay states- 
men. . 


COMFORT IN OLD AGE 


DEATH came recently to a friend 
of ours, at one time a parishioner. 
His departure was not unexpected. 
He had passed the four-score age 
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which the psalmist describes as la- 

bor and sorrow; indeed, the nine- 
tieth anniversary of his birth was 
near at hand. His death was due to 
what we common people call Old 
Age, which means, as a layman ex- 
plains it, that the body’s vital organs 
no longer function. 

In our friend’s case, although 
hearing, sight, and locomotion were 
affected, his mind stayed keen and 
his disposition cheerful. Sometimes 
we marveled about that: by all the 
usual relations of cause and effect, 
he should have spent his time in 
brooding over his physical aches and 
pains, in bemoaning his retirement 
from participation in a business in 
which he has been an active and con- 
genial partner and in complaints 
about loneliness. He had never mar- 
ried and had outlived near kinfolk. 

But so far as we could see, he 
never surrendered to this combina- 
tion of adversities. On the contrary, 
he seemed to look ahead with a 
cheerful courageousness that created 
wonder among the few who visited 
him. They could not refrain from 
curiosity about the inner sources 
whence come a large measure of 
contentment. Amid the widespread 
pessimism one encounters and the 
querulous declarations of many 
elderly people that they have noth- 
ing to live for, this man’s attitude 
had a degree of distinction that at- 
tracted analysis. ; 

In our opinion, his conduct as a 
business man was one that en- 
gendered pleasant reflections. He 
did not yield to unethical practices 
and to some degree at least, an op- 
portunity to work with his firm often 
gave a young man the knowledge 
and experiences that are capital to 
branch out for oneself. There must 
be great satisfaction to a merchant 
or manufacturer or banker when he 
looks back over his career and sees 
some “apprentices” who are now 
creditable members of their com- 
munities. 

We suggest that this appreciation 
‘of making those who come after us 
competent to carry on, is one basic 
qualification for old-age altruism. No 
individual span of life is long enough 
to have notable worth, if it has no 
gratitude for what is past and no 
thought for the welfare of those who 
come after us. 

We can be somewhat specific 
about our friend’s regard for the 


November 24, 1943 


future. He saw in institutions both 
secular and ecclesiastical the instru- 
ments that carry one’s values for- 
ward. He saw in properly managed 
banks and trust companies agencies 
that idealized and stabilized business 
enterprises. He saw in his church 
first a medium for the conservation 
and extension of his own spiritual 
capacities and then an agency for in- 
fluence along with that of fellow be- 
lievers into the future. One object 


of his ‘support was an Orphans” 


Home. In our opinion he deemed 
giving Christian care to parentless 
youngsters one of the most produc- 
tive investments that capital can find. 

But the main objective of these 
allusions to our friend’s thought of 
future generations is our conviction 
that he had these acts of helpfulness 
to occupy his mind “when he grew 
old.” Why would not any of us find 
cheerfulness and _ satisfaction in 
thinking of “good” works that will 
follow us, when we are gone? It is 
selfishness that breeds pessimism 
and pessimism abets gloom and dis- 
content. 


A GROWING EVIL 


JEsuS put an issue before His 
hearers on one occasion, “What shall 
it profit a man, if he gain the whole 
world and lose his own soul?” We 
offer a paraphrase: “What can be 
gained by the enormous expenditure 
of lives and treasure to insure a 
better way of life, if those in behalf 
of whom the sacrifices are made, are 
unfit to carry on?” The most dis- 
couraging feature of current news in 
America is not mounting taxes nor 
the increased number of battle cas- 
ualties but progress in juvenile de- 
linquency. Unless public sentiment 
demands and gets practical restric- 
tions, the social conditions that will 
follow the coming peace will be in- 
describably vicious. 

The forms of evil that are cited by 
the nation’s authorities on our Amer- 
ican social order are broken homes 
(separated or divorced parents), 
latch-key children (children de- 
prived of parental oversight because 
one or both parents are employed) 
and the spread of diseases bred by 
libertinism. Permeating all these so- 
cial dangers are the growing con- 
sumption of alcoholic beverages and 
the unregulated viciousness of many 
taprooms and cocktail lounges. 

In the background are the broken 


promises made by the state author- 
ities in the name of the liquor manu- 
facturers and retailers of alcoholic 
beverages. It was understood that 
repeal of the Eighteenth Amendment 
and of the Volstead Act would rid 
the country of bootlegging, high- 
jacking and poisonous concoctions 
retailed as fermented and distilled 
beverages. It was promised that the 
evils which became intolerable in the 
pre-prohibition regime and which 
led to the Highteenth Amendment 
should not recur. They have not only 
come’ back: they have multiplied. 

A temperate use of alcoholic bev- 
erages can be imagined but it has 
never been in operation for as much 
as a decade. There is something 
about the presence and availability 
of intoxicants that leads to abuses 
not only in their direct consumption 
but in their degenerating effects. 
There are people who never get 
drunk, but there is none who could 
not for his own and his neighbor’s 
sake refrain from the liquor habit. 
And these must set an example to 
the so-called “temperate indulgers.” 
They must combine in support of 
regulations promised by the repeal- 
ers ten years ago, or se etheir coun- 
try repeat the experience of Mexico. 
It was the consumption of pulque 
that made the Aztecs easy victims 
of the Spanish Conquistadores. 


Ecumenical in Scope 


American Bible Society Equips 
Ministers for Bible Sunday, 
December 1!2 


DISTRIBUTING literature by direct 
mail to 120,000 pastors of Protestant 
churches all over the United States, 
the American Bible Society, New 
York, has designated December 12 
as “Universal Bible Sunday” re- 
questing that particular notice be 
given to the occasion through an- 
nouncement, appropriate sermon, 
where feasible special services, and 
programs of individual Bible reading. 

Using the theme, “The Enduring 
Word,” which is repeated in posters, 
leaflets and other literature, the so- 
ciety suggests that the emphasis be 
placed on the book of Isaiah “be- 
cause Isaiah’s message was directed 
to a generation living in such a time 
as ours, and because of its appro- 
priateness to the Christmas season.” 
—N. L. C. Bulletin. 
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classification of principles, it is not ab- 
solutely accurate, because the second 
Table on which commandments four to 
ten were cut, admits of a division into 
two parts, of which the second are 
laws nine and ten. Both of these have 
as their basic prohibition the sin of 
coveting, and covetousness is a quality 
of the inner man. Laws four to eight 
may be limited to acts or classes of dis- 
obediences to God’s will for man. But 
laws nine and ten spring from “thoughts 
and impulses of the heart.” They warn 
against inner, spiritual conditions. 


Divisions of The Decalogue 


Somewhat illogically one notes at this 
point the numbering of The Decalogue 
as it is recorded in our Bibles. There 
are differences in the Christian world 
relative to the division into first and 
second and nine and ten. Those who 
adopted the teachings of Calvin divide 


our first commandment into two laws,// 


and make one of what we number nin 
and ten. Of course, the prohibitions are 
in no way affected by the difference in 
division. There is, however, this to be 
said in favor of the manner in which 
Lutherans and Catholics interpret the 
laws: the expression, “Thou shalt not 
covet thy neighbour’s house,” bears di- 
rectly upon the recognition of the fam- 
ily, or the clan, or the tribe which was 
accepted when the Promised Land was 
entered and sub-divided; and the prin- 
ciple of limited ownership was ap- 
proved by the establishment of a fifty- 
year tenure. This principle is imbedded 
in the ninth commandment. ’ 
Covetousness is applied to other 
forms of desire, which are forbidden in 
what we call the tenth commandment, 
which expresses God’s warning against 
intrusion upon domestic stability, the 
relations of master and servant, and the 
control for usefulness of chattels. _ 
The idea that the tenth command- 
ment consists of details that have been 
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| ky Nathan F2. Melhorn 
The Crouching Enemy—COVETOUSNESS 


The Deep-seated Passion Into Which Sin Transforms Desire 
Exodus 20: 17; Luke 12: 13-34. Sunday School Lesson for December 5 


THE series of statements which Moses received from God at Mt. Sinai 
became known among the Hebrews as the Ten Words. From that phrase 
we get our English title, The Decalogue. The declarations in their entirety 
contain a divinely approved indication of what man should be, do, and omit 
to do; they are in a word the epitome of the law. They begin with certain 
requirements which are related to God. Therefore we say the first three 
commandments prescribe duties to God: the remaining seven deal with 
duties to man. Such a division indicates the two tables of stone but as a 


built up by successive additions has no 
basis other than deductions of critical 
scholars. .There is no reason for the 
deduction that the words, “Thou shalt 
not covet thy neighbour’s wife,” is 
equivalent to placing the spouse in the 
category of chattels. Obviously the dis- 
ruption of domestic stability is trace- 
able to the desire on the part of one 
man to have the wife of another man. 
In the effort to respond to an illicit pas- 
sion, the whole structure of domestic 
stability is broken down. Nor is the 
reference to servants a recognition of 
human slavery in the divine economy. 
Here again there is a fallacy. Subor- 
dinate positions as far as we imperfect 
human beings can see, will always ex- 
ist. The relationships of employer and 
employee are a part of our economic 
set-up, but they are entirely different 
from the kind of ownership which we 
have in mind when we speak of human 
slavery. Luther’s explanation of the 
ninth and tenth commandments indi- 
cates that distinction between the two 
as above indicated. Under the ninth 
commandment he refers to “our neigh- 
bor’s inheritance or home,” while in 
explaining the tenth he writes of re- 
lationships that are associated with do- 
mestic stability, but are not identical 
with property referred to as an in- 
heritance or home.. 


In the New Testament 
That this quality of covetousness; 


that is, corruption by sin of what were 


originally divinely instilled desires of 
man, is indicated in the New Testa- 


DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
November 29-December 5 
M. baa ee Against Covetousness. Exodus 


The Sin of Covetousness. Luke 12: 13-25. 
Human Ambition. Matthew 20: 20-28. 
Ahab’s Covetousness. I Kings 21: 1-7. 

The Covetousness of Judas. Matthew 26: 


F. 

14-16, 
Sat. A Root of All Evil. I Timothy 6: 6-10. 
S. The Peril of Wealth. Luke 18: 18-27. 
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ment by repeated references to the 
heart of man or to the soul of man. In 
the portion of the New Testament 
which was selected by the Sunday 


School Lesson Committee to express | 


our Lord’s attitude toward the ninth 


and tenth commandments, there is the — 


rebuke implied in the parable which 
Jesus used when a man applied to him 
to bid his brother divide their inherit- 
ance. Jesus disclaimed jurisdiction by 


indicating that the man’s engrossment ~ 
in obtaining a division of an estate had 


blinded him to the performance of spir- 
itual duties which had priority. Jesus 
said, “A man’s life consisteth not in 
the abundance of the things which he 
possesseth.” The man’s desire to make 
use of His authority was an improper 
one. 

One easily detected phase of covet- 
ousness is the determination to take 
away from one’s neighbor what belongs 
to him, and which we deliberately seek 
to acquire because it belongs to another 
and not to us. Underlying such covet- 
ousness there are the passions of envy, 
ambition, and ruthlessness to reduce 


others to a position lower than that 


which we claim for ourselves. 

An identifying characteristic of cov- 
etousness is the impossibility of satisfy- 
ing the desires which it engenders. He 
who is covetous of wealth—even if he 
could acquire the whole world—would, 
according to what the biographers of 
Alexander the Great say, demand new 
worlds to conquer. 

The resemblance can be seen between 
the sin of hoarding, concerning which 
we hear and read a good deal in these 
days, and the form taken by covetous- 
ness in our Lord’s Day. This is ap- 
parent in a parable which our Lord 
used. In it He said: “The ground of a 
certain rich man brought forth plenti- 
fully, and he reasoned within himself 
saying, What shall I do? ... This will I 


do, I will pull down the barns and build _ 
greater, and there will I bestow all my 


grain and my goods.” 

Much could be said in this connec- 
tion relative to the evils wrought in the 
world by means of goods laid up in re- 
serve. A jsource of one of the most 
aggravating principles in Carl Marx’s 


’ philosophies consisted in an indictment 


of the employer who had reserves of 
wealth in various forms which enabled 
him to starve the employee into sub- 
mission to a method of transacting 
business. Hoarding can be an expres- 
sion of covetousness which does great 
harm. It is a present threat. 
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WHEN OUR PASTOR GROWS OLD 


I Timothy 5:17, 18 


A vERY small proportion of the pas- 
tors of our churches are fortunate 
enough to retire on part salary from 
the last parish they have served. If 
they had served in a large business 
concern, they would probably receive 
a pension large enough to give them a 
living. True, our pastors receive a pen- 
sion from the United Lutheran Church 
—$300 per year or $25 per month! The 
adoption of a contributory pension plan 
has helped the younger men, if they 
take advantage of it. 


From the 1942 Board Report 


So few of our young people ever see 
the biennial reports of the Boards of 
the United Lutheran Church. We will 
quote the last report of the Board of 
Ministerial Pensions. Remember that 
it was not written by a pastor but by a 
layman, Mr. Harry Hodges, executive 
secretary of the Board. 

“Our country is concerned today 
with those of our number who are sol- 
-diers in a righteous cause, their ade- 
quate remuneration and their proper 
pensioning in the after while. 

“The Board of Ministerial Pensions 
and Relief is concerned with those of 
our number who have been soldiers in 
the cause of righteousness who were 
not adequately remunerated and who 
at this writing have not had provided 
for them proper pensions. 

“Three hundred dollars per year is 
not the proper pension for a man with 
a college and seminary training, who 
has served during the years of his ac- 
tivity for the salary of a subordinate 
clerk. The Church has been slow to 
' recognize the fact that when the min- 
ister comes to the last mile, she should 
treat him not as a pauper but as a pen- 
sioner. 

“Behind the mind’s eye we have seen 
marching on from east to west a great 
company of consecrated men and wo- 
men, men who have faithfully preached 
through long years the gospel of a liv- 
ing and loving Christ, men and their 
devoted companions who, in far too 
many cases have been inadequately 
provided for by those whom they 
served, and yet through it all have 
gone on, always faithful to their God 
and their churches, conscious of the fact 
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that they were facing a setting sun ob- 
scured by the clouds of financial dark- 
ness and despair. 


“All responsible men and women 


yearn for unfailing incomes in old age. 
They do not wish to become burden- 
some to children, or to receive govern- 
ment doles or other public charity. 
Thousands who have practiced self-de- 
nial and saved consistently through the 
years with the hope of independence 
are now disturbed by unsettled financial 
conditions and the uncertainty of their 
investments. As age creeps upon them 
and they see their savings slip away, 
anxiety comes to destroy the peace of 
mind which they expected to have in 
their declining years. To these the 
Board of Ministerial Pensions and Re- 
lief must minister.” 

The report goes on to say that the 
payment of $300 per year to pastors and 
$200 per year to widows of pastors has 
required more than the income from 
the invested funds of the Board plus 
the amount received from the benev- 
olent gifts of the churches. As a result 
the Board reported a deficit of over 
$80,000. Part of this has been replaced 
by special gifts, and it is hoped the en- 
tire sum can be paid before the 1944 
convention of the Church, But the fact 
will still remain that even our small 
pension cannot be paid from the in- 
come normally coming from the Church. 


Special Gifts 


One way that we can help care for 
our aged pastors or their families is to 
send a Christmas gift to the Board of 
Ministerial Pensions and Relief, 1218 


Spruce Street, Philadelphia 7, Pa. The. 


Board has always given an additional 
allotment to specially needy cases 
about Christmas time. What a blessing 
this is! How pathetically grateful our 
pensioners are for $25 or $50 extra 
where there is little on which to live, 
probably little more than the regular 
$25 per month pension. It would be a 
grand thing for our young folks to add 
their gifts to this fund this year. 


Typical Cases 

Secretary Hodges described a visit a 
few years ago to one of his pensioners, 
a pastor’s widow. 


“Tt was a bleak day in February. She: 
received me in her sleeping room—all 
that she had. I found her huddled over: 
a tiny wood fire, a threadbare street 
coat clutched around her chilled body, 
with fingers bent with toil and rheu- 
matism. Her pension, eighty-three cents. 
per day, is her only income now. 

“Yet her face lit up as she told me of 
her young son who works each after- 
noon in a store that he may go to school 
in the mornings, preparing for the min- 
istry.” 

We knew personally the daughter of 
a pastor who grew old in service. She 
did not marry; instead, she devoted 
herself to her parents in real self-de- 
nial. Finally they both died and she 
was left. A spinal affliction grew worse 
slowly but progressively. At first she 
could get around quite well with a cane. 
Then she used crutches; finally a wheel 
chair. In the end she could not leave 
her bed. All this time she used her 
artistic skill to color cards of remem- 
brance which she sold to her friends. 
Her spirit was independent. She 
wanted so to make her own way. Until 
her condition grew too bad, she did 
manage somehow to stretch her $200 
per year to give her a living. She had 
a little inheritance, but the depression 
so devaluated it that it was necessary 
to use the principal, until little by little 
it was all gone. How she did appreciate 
the annual gift at Christmas and the 
kind letter that Secretary Hodges sent 
with it! It is for folks like this that we 
have a Christian duty to provide. 


Good Managers 


Pastors are good managers. This may 
be a surprise to those who think of 
them as visionary and financially child- 
like. If you could know the story of the 
good management that has resulted in 
clothes good enough to satisfy the con- 
gregation; food enough to build good 
bodies; education enough for the chil- 
dren to give them their chance in the 
world; money enough to give to every 
financial appeal in the church and in 
the community; books enough to keep 
the mind of the pastor alert and up-to- 
date; gas and tires and the car itself to 
carry him on the business of the parish 
(often the pastor’s car becomes a kind 
of free bus line for councilmen and 
others to rallies and conventions) ; wis- 
dom enough to keep out of overburden- 
ing debt—add it all up, and you will 
understand that the pastor’s plight. in 
old age is usually not his fault, but the 
failure of the church to which he has 
committed his life. Let us do what we 
can to insure the future of our pastors. 


* * * * 


To Leavers: Topic date, December 5. 
Next topic, Christ Coming to His Own 
—In His Word. 
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Speaking of Money 


When Christ Controls. By John M. Versteeg. Abingdon-Cokesbury. 


pages. $1.50. 


148 


Tuts latest book by a veteran writer and speaker on the deeper mean- 
ings of Christian stewardship will waken the drowsiest reader. Dr. Versteeg 
has a different way of saying what stewardship workers generally are trying 
to say. To illustrate: “Economics says of things: “These must satisfy man.’ 
But stewardship says of things: “These must glorify God.’” “Christ with the 
cross in His voice needs to speak to us when money talks—and that talks in 


all the known languages of men....In 
a world in which money talks mammon, 
we are to talk Christ.” 

“Stewardship involves money, prop- 
erty, finance, economics, goods. But it 
is a spiritual transaction, and not just a 
cash proposition. Unless money ex- 
presses God, it falsifies life. ‘It is thence- 
forth good for nothing,’ and bad for 
everybody.” “There must be clear un- 
derstanding that money is not primarily 
for our support. It is for the support of 
the gospel. That is its uncommon task. 
It is to support the reputation Jesus 
gave God on Calvary. And if it does 
not do this, anything else it does will 
' but be our undoing.” 


Anyone who would really like to be 
helped to think straight on the so-called 
“money question,” as related to church 
membership, and to be introduced to 
the deeper meanings of stewardship 
and the practical applications of stew- 
ardship principles, will find this book 
chock-full of inspirational and factual 
material. 

This sentence from the foreword is 
important: “The messages printed in 
these pages, though used at many con- 
ferences, were all delivered in the regu- 
lar preaching schedule of the author’s 
own pulpit.” 

ARTHUR P. Brack. 


In Search of a System 


The Church and Psychotherapy. By 
Karl Ruf Stolz. Abingdon-Cokesbury. 
312 pages. $2.50. 

A CAREFUL perusal of the posthumous 
volume of the late Dean of the Hartford 
School of Religious Education leaves 
the reader with three distinct and un- 
related impressions. The author must 
have been a man of fine spiritual qual- 
ities for whom the Bible was an unfail- 
ing source of inspiration and motiva- 
tion. He had a wide reading knowledge 
in the field of psychology. But in spite 
of these personal qualifications the au- 
thor has failed in his avowed purpose 
of presenting a system of Christian 
psychotherapy that is religiously sound 
and scientifically adequate. 

That is not altogether the author’s 
fault. Much of the necessary material 
for the construction of a system of pas- 
toral psychotherapy is still lacking. 
There are not enough psychological 
analyses of religious phenomena, nor- 
mal and abnormal, to evaluate all the 
factors that create a religious experi- 
ence. We have very little exact scien- 
tific information about the influence of 
religious motives upon abnormal men- 
tal states. ‘ 

It could not be expected that Dr. 
Stolz should have solved all these prob- 
lems which will engage the combined 
efforts of many scholars for years to 
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come, but he should have made an open 
acknowledgment of the wide gaps in 
our present state of knowledge. By 
glossing over these fundamental dif- 
ficulties, his treatment assumes a dis- 
turbing superficiality which is not 
relieved by the consistent use of a psy- 
chological jargon, even when common 
English words would have served the 
cause of clarity. 

Disagreements must naturally be ex- 


f pected in a field as new and difficult as 


present-day psychopathology. In the 
chapter on “Vocational neuroses of 
ministers” for instance, the author gives 
the impression that the demands of the 
profession tend to create neurotic per- 
sonalities. This reviewer would be in- 
clined to take the opposite view. Neu- 
rotics are frequently attracted to 
religious vocations and compelled after- 


~wards to work out their conflicts against 


the background of a ministerial situa- 
tion. While Dr. Horney’s classical study 
of neurotics is quoted by the author, he 
has unfortunately failed to apply her 
marvelous insight into neurotic mecha- 
nisms to the symptoms that are pe- 
culiar to ministers. 

The chapter on “the therapeutic func- 
tion of preaching” is the most satisfac- 
tory part of the book. It appears that 
the author, in spite of his doctorate in 
psychology, was at heart more of a 
Christian minister than a clinical psy- 
chologist. Cart J. SCHINDLER. 


Reconciliation 


Science, Religion and the Future. By 
C. E. Raven. Macmillan. 125 pages. $2. 

Tue author of this book believes that 
somehow the people responsible for 
education and the development of civ- 
ilization have allowed science and 
religion to become antagonistic with re- 
sults disastrous to both, and devastat- 
ing to the life of men. In these lectures, 
given at Cambridge University, he tries 
to bridge this gap and show that by 
looking at life as a whole, and all crea- 
tion as part and parcel with that life, 
many of these antagonisms would be 
resolved. 

The entire background of the book is 
English, and it is of especial interest to 
watch the working of an English mind 
with very little regard for continental 
or American thought. The author takes 
both scientists and theologians severely 
to task for the narrowness and exclu- 
siveness of their thinking. “Plainly the 
men and movements which direct man- 
kind had dismally failed. To talk about 
the triumphant march of science would 
be as ironical as to sing, ‘Like a mighty 
army moves the Church of God.’ Both 
science and religion must take a share 
of blame .. . the result of their efforts 
in the recent past has been a holocaust 
unequaled in history-” 

This is a book for those who imagine 
that Darwinian evolution is a dead 
issue and also: for those who place their 
hopes in Darwinism and evolution. The 
author runs over the history of the con- 
troversy of science and religion and 
points a way of co-operation. His con- 
clusion is that, “The hour is coming 
when we shall invigorate theology by 
recovering the Alexandrine doctrine of 
Christ as the Word of God, as being not 
merely the Saviour of men but the Re- 
deemer of the whole creation which has 
been created through Him. When that 
is done the mystery of the person of 
Christ will. become more intelligible 
again and more dominant in the gen- 
eral mind, and salvation will again be 
sought and accepted by all men as it 
includes men and nature in its vaster 
sweep.” 

The author is Master of Christ’s Col- 
lege and Regius Professor of Divinity 
in the University of Cambridge. 

W. Cart SATRE. 


Pedros Pig 


A Purple Pig for Pedro. By Elizabeth 
Bjork. Wartburg Press. 80 pages. $1. 

Tue publishing house of the American 
Lutheran Church has produced this at- 
tractive story book for children. Back- 
ground of the story is the Christian 
missionary work among Mexicans in 
Southern California. 


The Lutheran 


Partly in Error 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa., 
September 30, 1943. 
Dear LUTHERAN: 

In your editorial, “Courage to Meet 
Dangers” (THE LuTHERAN, September 
29) you call attention to the fairly large 
number of neuro-psychiatric casualties 
in the armed forces and the fact that 
these breakdowns represent “border- 
line cases.” Both claims are correct, 
but the article contains one statement 
which in the interest of scientific ac- 
curacy and for the sake of the men con- 
cerned should not go unchallenged. 
Permit one who as chaplain at a state 
hospital has had contact with these 
cases and access to recent psychiatric 
literature to question the assertion that 
“fear of danger, injury and death” is 
responsible for these breakdowns as 
well as the hopeless prognosis of “per- 
manent disability.” 

Few breakdowns are actually due to 
fear. A desire to escape from combat 
duty will more likely express itself in 
functional paralyses and other physical 
symptoms than in acute mental disease. 
The men who develop mental depres- 
sions, anxiety states, schizophrenias and 
other psychoses are not the cowards 
and unbelievers, but frequently men 
with a highly sensitive conscience who 
revolt inwardly against the idea of tak- 
ing human life. A Lutheran soldier who 
worked many years at a dangerous civ- 
ilian occupation wrote me as follows: 
“Believe me when I say I could not kill 
anyone. In a fist fight I think I would 
be all right, but actually to kill, even 
the thought chills me.” This soldier is 
now a patient in a Veterans’ Hospital, 
suffering from an acute depression. He 
is not a victim of fear, but of an emo- 
tional conflict that he could not resolve. 
(His home pastor as well as a Lutheran 
army chaplain at his post tried all in 
their power to help him, but his strong 
emotional struggle was inaccessible to 
logic or theology.) 

Other breakdowns are due to strong 
aggressiveness that has been brought 
under some control throughout the 
years. The patient is subconsciously 
aware of the fact that if this aggres- 
siveness were to be released under 
conditions of actual warfare, it might 
overwhelm it. His mental breakdown 
is the result of too much rather than 
too little belligerency. I should finally 
mention the breakdown that is caused 
by separation from loved ones and the 
anxiety engendered by it. “Separation 
anxiety,” first observed among evac- 
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uated British children during the 
“Blitz,” has frequently been described 
as a military psychiatric entity. 

War psychoses have fortunately a 
very good recovery rate. They respond 
well to psychotherapy, but a sympa- 
thetic understanding of the underlying 
conflict is essential. 

You and I are in full agreement as 
to the need for a firmly established 
Christian faith in the preservation and 
restoration of mental health; but the 
matter is not quite as simple as the 
casual reader of your editorial might 
be led to believe. 

Cordially yours, 
Cart J. SCHINDLER. 


FOR WOMEN MOSTLY 


Some Facts About Tuberculosis 


To come immediately to the point, let 
it be said that you will be wasting your 
time by reading this if you have tuber- 
culosis and are aware of your condition, 
for it is not, nor is it intended to be, a 
scientific treatise on the disease. All 
tuberculosis patients make it their 
business to learn the elementary facts 
about the disease, hence the admonition 
not to waste your time reading further 
if you are in this category. 

This message, therefore, is addressed 
to those who may have tuberculosis 
without knowing it, particularly the 
ladies; not that females of the species 
are any more subject to infection than 
are males, but because the armed forces 
are already doing an excellent job of 
ferreting out the disease among men 
of military age. 

Every man who enters any branch 
of the military must submit to the 
searching eye of the X-ray, and out of 


Answers to “What's Your1.Q. 
on Famous Hymn Writers?” 
(See page 2) 

1. Phillips Brooks. 

2. Isaac Watts. 

3. Charles Wesley. 

4, Martin Luther (most famous hymn, 
“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”). 

5. Henry Van Dyke. 

6. John Keble. 

7. Thomas Ken. 

8. John Greenleaf Whittier. 

9. Sabine Baring-Gould (author of 
“Onward, Christian Soldiers,” for which 
Sir Arthur Sullivan composed the 
music). 

10. Reginald Heber. 
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every 100 selectees examined, approx- 
imately four are found to be infected 
with tuberculosis. In practically every 
case, the victim was not previously 
aware of his infection. 

Sanatoria throughout the country are 
faced with the problem of a shortage of 
beds in the men’s wards while in the 
women’s wards there are plenty of va- 
eancies. It is also interesting to note 
that due to the mass X-raying of men 
by the armed forces, the disease is be- 
ing discovered in men in its early 
stages, while the majority of women 
and girls admitted as new patients have 
not become aware of their infections 
until cavities have formed in their 
lungs. 

Too many people know too little 
about the insidious nature of tuber- 
culosis. The erroneous belief that only 
thin, anemic individuals can contract 
the disease is too widespread. As a re- 
sult, it is too often neglected until it 
has had an opportunity to advance, 
thus making it more difficult to cure. 


“Appearance” Not Reliable 


It is a serious mistake to beguile 
yourself with such catch phrases as, “I 
feel and look all right, so I’m sure I 
don’t have tuberculosis,” for in many 
cases there is a complete absence of 
symptoms until the disease reaches an 
advanced stage. 

There is actually no such thing as 
“looking like you have tuberculosis.” 
For proof of this statement, visit any 
tuberculosis sanatorium and see for 
yourself how many husky, apparently 
healthy men and women are patients. 
It is safe to say that the average pa- 
tient is at least as healthy in appearance 
as the men and women you pass on the 
street. 

Tuberculosis plays no favorites. It 
attacks people in all stations of life— 
doctors, nurses, lawyers, artists and all 
other types of professional men and 
women, as well as all types of skilled 
and unskilled workers. 

How, then, can you be sure you are 
not infected? There is only one sure 
way. Have your chest X-rayed! Since 
such symptoms as coughing, blood- 
spitting, loss of weight and easy fatigue . 
may not appear until the infection has 
reached an advanced stage, it is ob- 
vious that early diagnosis is an impor- 
tant factor in combatting tuberculosis. 

Several facts worth remembering are: 

1. Tuberculosis can be cured. 

2. Tuberculosis is not a hereditary 
disease. 

3. An annual chest X-ray is a must. 
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THE NORTHERN CONFERENCE MEETS IN MT. CARROLL CHURCH 


“STANDING in the valley of dry bones, 
the prophet Ezekiel was asked a ques- 
tion which he could not answer. ‘Son 
of man, can these bones live?’ Looking 
upon the dry bones, he could not say 
yes. Looking at the Questioner, the 
Lord God Almighty, he dared not say 
no. He could only reverently reply, 
‘Lord, Thou knowest.’ But when he 
obeyed the command of the Lord God, 
and prophesied, and prophesied upon 
those dry bones, their flesh came upon 
them and their breath was restored and 
they lived. So must the prophet of to- 
day, standing in his valley of dry bones, 
a congregation spiritually dead, a com- 
munity indifferent to the Gospel, a 
world which has departed from the 
knowledge of God, prophesy, saying, ‘O 
ye dry bones, hear the word of the 
Lord.’ Only so shall the world revive 
and live.” Such was the message of the 
Rev. Martin G. Kabele, pastor of the 
Polo Church and secretary of the 
Northern Conference of the Illinois 
Synod, at the opening session, October 
11, in the First Lutheran Church of Mt. 
Carroll. The Rev. T. R. Bolton of Pearl 
City, president of conference, was as- 
sisted in’ the liturgical service by the 
secretary and the pastor loci, the Rev. 
E. C. Dolbeer. 


Among Illinois’ Oldest 


This Mt. Carroll Church is one of the 
older churches of the Illinois Synod, 
having been organized in 1858 by the 
Rev. J. T. Lingle. In 1872 the congre- ,, 
gation purchased a brick buildin 
which had been erected by a Presby- 
terian congregation in 1860, and in 
1917, under the pastorate of the Rev. 
G. K. Mykland, a narthex and Sun- 
day school addition was built. There 
have been nineteen pastors, of whom the 
Rev. J. H. Fetterolf had the longest 
pastorate, serving from 1923 to 1938, 
when he retired. In 1937 a disastrous 
fire damaged the building, but it was 
reconstructed immediately. During the 
present pastorate, improvements have 
been made and gifts received to replace 
the equipment destroyed in the fire. 

._ The most recent gift was a memorial 
altar cross, presented at the Easter 
service. The congregation reports a 94 
per cent communing membership, 
nearly doubled its Lutheran World 
Action quota, has steadily increased in 
benevolent offerings, and had a growth 
in membership. Mt. Carroll has the 
westernmost church of the conference, 
being within ten miles of the Mississippi 
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River, and only thirty miles from the 
Wisconsin line. Here is the Frances 
Shimer Junior College for girls, an af- 
filiate of Chicago University. The con- 
gregation is planning a joint celebra- 
tion of its eighty-fifth anniversary, and 
the twenty-fifth anniversary of the 
U.L.C.A. November 14. 

Four of the members of conference 
were absent, three of them pleading 
lack of gas as an excuse. It was re- 
vealed that there was some difference 
in the interpretation of rationing boards 
about the necessity of a supplemental 
ration for pastors. One pastor at least 
had difficulty securing anything but an 
“A” ration, because the local board rea- 
soned thus: The Methodist pastor has a 
circuit of three churches; we will give 
him a “C” ration. The Baptist pastor 
has two churches; he is entitled to a 
“B” card. The Lutheran pastor has one 
church; he needs only an “A” card, 


President Armin G. Weng Speaks 


The Illinois Synod has given more 
than 103 per cent, cash in hand for Lu- 
theran World Action, and in this the 
Northern Conference was behind no 
other. Benevolent contributions are in 
excess of last year’s September report 
by 14 per cent. One of the two va- 
cancies will be filled by the coming to 
the Manlius Church of the Rev. John 
Zeltin of Manly, Iowa. The Rev. C. P. 
Karriker went from Manlius to Mes- 
siah Church, Rockford, in August. The 
church at Forreston became vacant by 


of the departure on September 15 of the 


Rev. Arthur E. Schmidt to accept the 
call to Centralia, Illinois. 

Dr. Weng called attention to the 
statement of-Dr. W. H. Greever, secre- 
tary of the U.L.C.A., that men or wo- 
men in the armed services who were in 
good standing at the time they were 
called into service, should be continued 
as communicant members on church 
rolls, whether reports of communing 
were received or not. The statement 
occasioned surprise on the part of some 
pastors, who wondered that any would 
do otherwise. Dr. Weng also expressed 
great gratification at the coming of Dr. 
Erland Nelson to the presidency of 


Carthage College; and the auspicious | 


opening of the school year at Chicago 
Seminary. 

Mr. Erwin H. List of Chicago and Mr. 
Edward Anderson of Elgin were pres- 
ent in the interests of the Chicago 
Seminary Campaign and the U.L.C.A. 
Contributory Pension Plan. The Rev. 


H, L. McGuire of Elgin, chairman of the | 
synodical Committee on Foreign Mis- 
sions, reported of his attendance at the 

Gettysburg Mission School, and pre- — 
sented the plans for the deputation 
work in the congregations, together — 
with a display of maps and materials © 
which was exceedingly interesting. 


Problems at Nachusa 
The Rev. Leroy Weihe, superintend- 


ent of the Nachusa Lutheran Home ~ 


for Children, informed the conference © 
that the labor problem had become so 
serious that thirty children had been 
placed in private homes, with fifteen on 
the waiting list, and the population of © 
the Home at its lowest number in years, 
He appealed for information about pos- 
sible housemothers and workers, from 
the congregations. At the same time he 
reported a number of needed improve- 
ments at the Home. 

The Rev. Arthur H. Getz, a secretary 
of the Parish and Church School Board, 
interrupting a tour of another synod, 
came to present to the conferences of 
the Illinois Synod the story of the prep- 
aration of the “Christian Growth” 
series for church schools, in which the 


American Lutheran Church and the | 


Augustana Synod are co-operating with 
the U.L.C.A. 

Conference officers were re-elected: 
the Rev. Tressler R. Bolton, president; 
the Rev. M. G. Kabele, secretary; Mr. 
R. F. DaMeier of Kent, treasurer. The 
pre-Lenten Retreat will be held in 
Messiah Church, Rockford, and the 
spring conference at Trinity Church, 
Lanark, T. B. Hersch, D.D., pastor. 

Aside from the pastoral changes men- 
tioned above, the work of the churches 
in the Northern Conference proceeds 
along rather uneventful lines, with 
steady growth and development in the 
parishes. No church buildings are be- 
ing erected, but many congregations 
are making improvements in their 
properties, for which the people are 
giving willingly. Calvary, Rockford, 
the Rev. A. E. E. Kreppert pastor; 
Messiah, Rockford, the Rey. C. P. Kar- 
riker pastor; and Trinity, Harvard, the 
Rev. Luther C. Mueller pastor, are ac- 
cumulating funds in anticipation of 
post-war building; while at Pearl City, 
the congregation recently completely 
liquidated their debt on the parish hall, 
and immediately began an effort to es- 
tablish a fund for a new church build- 
ing. Manlius, Calvary and Messiah, 
Rockford, are rejoicing in new organs. 


St. John’s, Sterling, the Rev. A. H. 
Keck, Jr., pastor, is raising a Memorial 
Scholarship Fund in honor of the late 
Dr. Edwin C. Harris, for more than a 
quarter of a century pastor of that 
church, for the support of a student at 
Andhra Christian College in India. 


The Lutheran 


St. Paul’s, Oregon, the Rev. J. Edwin 


Dale pastor, this year celebrated the 


ninety-fifth anniversary of the found- 
ing of the congregation, and Trinity, 


- Milledgeville, F. M. Keller, D.D., pas- 


tor, the fortieth anniversary,. with ap- 
propriate services. 


Dr. Becker Honored 


St. Matthew’s Congregation, Prince- 
ton, honored their pastor, A. O. Becker, 
D.D., and one of their outstanding lay- 
men, Mr. Larry Deets, well known in 
Luther League circles, on the occasion 
of the fifteenth anniversary of the com- 
ing of each to Princeton. Dr, Becker 
preached to an overflow congregation 
at the morning service, a delicious fried 
chicken dinner was enjoyed by all, and 
with Mr. Anton B. Ackerson, council 
member, business man, and co-or- 
dinator for Civilian Defense Corps in 
Bureau and Henry counties as master 
of ceremonies, local pastors and of- 
ficials were introduced and brought 
greetings. The Northern Conference 
was represented by the Rev. C. P. Kar- 
riker of Manlius, and the Illinois Synod 
by President Weng. Mrs. Weng was 
guest soloist. Gifts of roses, a comfort- 
able chair, and a generous purse were 
given Dr. and Mrs. Becker. Dr. Becker 
spent two terms in India as a mission- 
ary, and for five years taught in Hamma 
Divinity School. Mrs. Becker and three 
children returned from India on board 
the ill-fated “Titantic,” which sank in 
the North Atlantic on April 14, 1912. 
Dr. Becker, being providéntially de- 
tained, would undoubtedly have per- 
ished if he had been aboard. During 
Dr. Becker’s ministry at Princeton 467 
adults have been received, 152 children 
baptized, 187 marriages performed, and 
he has officiated at more than three 
hundred burials. 


Trinity Church, Rockford 


entertained the biennial convention of 
the Illinois Synod’s Women’s Mission- 
ary Society and the Young Women’s 
Congress November 3-5. This is the 
second largest church in synod, and has 
an enviable record for benevolent and 
missions giving. In 1942 this church 
gave $43 more for benevolent and mis- 
sion purposes than was spent for cur- 
rent expenses. In 1943 it will exceed 
its apportioned benevolence, and also 
its quota for Lutheran World Action. 
Dr. Hugh M. Bannen, pastor since 1896, 
preached his last sermon as pastor on 
Easter Sunday, and became pastor 
emeritus May 31. Dr. Beckstrand has 
been associate pastor for twenty-four 
years. He is a member of the Board of 
American Missions. 


Our Farewell 


Certain circumstances, as well as our 
location at the extreme periphery of 
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conference, have made it advisable to 
appoint another pastor as the official 
reporter from this conference. He will 


be the Rev. A. E. E. Kreppert of Rock- 
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ford, and we introduce him to you with 
an assurance that he will effectively 
and interestingly report the news of 
the churches from “The Top of Illinois.” 


GOVERNMENT CO-OPERATES IN RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 


Somes progress has been made in the 
efforts to introduce religious education 
into the program of the public schools 
of the province of Nova Scotia: Some 
two or more years ago a committee was 
appointed, in which all the major Prot- 
estant churches were represented. The 
committee realized that there were 
many problems to be solved, and that 
progress would be more or less slow. 
After the first year of meetings, a 
schedule of Bible readings was drawn 
up to be used in the schools. This 
schedule took cognizance of the ages 
and grades of the pupils. During this 
past year a series:of worship services 
were compiled, and these are now be- 
ing used in the schools. Books have also 
been recommended to be placed in 
school libraries in order that teachers 
may be able to use them for reference. 
Throughout these proceedings the com- 
mittee has had the co-operation of the 
Department of Education of the provin- 
cial government. , 

Meetings will continue to be held, 
although it will probably be some time 
before a real system of religious edu- 
cation is introduced, due to the fact that 
one of the larger communions strongly 
objects to any kind of religious instruc- 
tion in the schools. An arrangement has 
been entered into between the Queen 
Elizabeth High School in the city of 
Halifax and the Protestant churches of 
the city. Throughout the year all stu- 
dents attending that school are also re- 
quired to attend their own Sunday 
schools. Records will be kept of such 
attendance and also of the work done 
during the year. The pastor of each 
church will make a report to the prin- 
cipal of the high school at the end of 
the year, a mark will be given for at- 
tendance and work, which will count 
in the final returns of the student at 
the close of the school year. 


The Nova Scotia Synod has been 
very fortunate to have in its midst for 
six weeks, Mrs. Paul O. Machetzki, who 
has spent many years as a missionary 
in the Argentine and British Guiana. 
She has held meetings with the con- 
gregation, church councils, children 
and missionary societies, impressing 
upon the minds of the people the world 
mission of the church. Mrs. Machetzki 
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is a very forceful speaker, and after 
she leaves, we feel that much will have 
to be done to make the people feel that 
the church of Christ has not only a’ 
mission in the local community but 
throughout the world. 


In Halifax 


After a leave of absence of four 
months, Pastor Conrad of the Church 
of the Resurrection, Halifax, returned 
to his pastoral duties September 1, con- 
siderably improved in health. During 
the summer the services of the church 
were kept going by supplies. 

Two of the oldest members of Resur- 
rection Church passed away during the 
past months. In the latter part of Au- 
gust, Mr. Rewben W. Beck, passed to 
his eternal rest at the age of eighty 
years. For many years he had been an 
active member of the church. The serv- 
ice at Halifax was conducted by the 
Rev. B. Hindal, pastor of the Norwegian 
Seamen’s Church, and at Mahone Bay 
by his pastor, the Rev. Douglas A. 
Conrad, where interment took place. 
During the latter part of September, 
Alvin M. Conrad, father of Pastor Con- 
rad, passed peacefully away at the age 
of eighty-two, after a short illness. Capt. 
George Innes, Lutheran army chaplain, 
conducted the service in Resurrection 
Church, while at Rose Bay, where in- 
terment took place, the Rev. C. H. 
Whitteker, president of synod, had 
charge. 

The confirmation class which Pastor 
Conrad had prepared before his illness 
was confirmed on the third Sunday of 
September. Seven were received by 
confirmation, one by adult baptism, and 
one by letter of transfer. 


The Rev. E. V. Nonamaker, pastor of 
the Mahone Bay Parish, has handed in 
his resignation, and sometime in No- 
vember will move to Bridegwater, 
where he and his family will reside. 
We hope that Pastor Nonamaker’s 
health will improve after he is relieved 
of the duties of the active pastorate. 


In August the Rev. W. J. Goos re- 
signed as pastor of the Rose Bay Par- 
ish to become a chaplain in the Cana- 
dian Navy. He has been assigned to 
the Pacific Coast, and has entered upon 
his duties there. 


2) 


California Siheais 


PARISH EDUCATION, ANNIVERSARIES AND MISSION PROJECTS 


Strikes and rumors of strikes are rife 
in Los Angeles and vicinity. Some time 
since it was the “holiday” taken by the 
drivers on the Pacific Electric Inter- 
urban Railway and Bus Lines, Later, 
came the “outlaw” strike of the Trail- 
ways bus drivers. After a six days’ lay- 
off, the president of the railway train- 
men ordered the men to return to work, 
or “suffer penalties provided by the 
Brotherhood constitution.” 

It seems that to strike is a legally 
recognized method of protest against 
what is claimed to be injustices, and 
that “peaceful picketing” is considered 
the logical way of making the protest 
effective. Some time since, a public 
official speaking in San Francisco, re- 
ferred to the strike system as a public 
evil. Be this as it may. 

To say the least, the present situa- 
tion does not seem to make sense. It 
is for public officials, legislators ‘and 
executives, elected for the purpose, to 
point the way, at least, to a curbing of 
any “evil” that threatens the real intent 
of social security. 

As free American citizens, however, 
we may and should express our convic- 
tions concerning so vital a question. 

The combined wisdom of all parties 
concerned—employers, workers, gov- 
ernment agencies, and the general pub- 
lic should work out a just and sensible 
method of settling unavoidable disputes, 
without resorting to belligerent tactics. 

World-wide peace—a peace that shall 
endure throughout our generation— 
shall come when and if local strife is 
brought under sensible control. 


The voice of the church should be’ 


heard in the world-wide council that is 
in the making, that shall determine the 
basis on which international relations 
shall be formed. The Christian prin- 
ciple of brotherhood must be conserved. 
The outspoken convictions of godly 
men must be in the forefront. The pul- 
pit and the press must speak. 

Since writing the above, the pamph- 
let, “World Citizens,” sent out by the 
Parish and Church School Board, has 
come to hand. I am delighted with it. 
If only it could be in the hands of all 
the people, instead of but a few. 

Recently, a Lutheran pastor from the 
east visiting in the community, speak- 
ing from one of our Lutheran pulpits, 
referred to the numerous religious be- 
liefs, Christian and non-Christian, in 
Los Angeles and community. True 
enough: and yet, the Lutheran pulpits 
hereabout, judging from announced 
pulpit themes, are not shunning to de- 
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clare their convictions touching these 
vital problems; at the same time, avoid- 
ing un-Lutheran sensationalism. 


The conservation of gas and tire 
mileage is interrupting our regular at- 
tendance at Trinity Church, Long 
Beach, our usual place of worship: so 
we are taking advantage of the situa- 
tion by worshiping at St. Luke’s, Hunt- 
ington Park, Dr. H. J. Weaver and the 
Rev. Charles P. Smith pastors. Both 
the Matin and eleven o’clock services 
are well attended. The Communion 
services were the largest in the history 
of the church. 

Parish Education Month was ob- 
served, concentrating on the mission of 
the church to the individual, the com- 
munity, and to the whole world. The 
climax was reached the last Sunday in 
September, when, in addition to bap- 
tizing two children, and installing about 
twenty teachers and officers of the 
church school, Dr. Weaver emphasized 
the real purpose of the month’s observ- 
ance as a response to Christ’s marching 
order: GO YE. Ay 


Bethany Church, Los Angeles 


Dr. Henry Irving Kohler pastor, ob- 
served the fifteenth anniversary of the 
Doctor’s pastorate with them, October 
10. Dr. H. A. Anspach, president of the 
Southern Conference, was the guest 
preacher at the morning service. A pot- 
luck jubilee dinner followed the serv- 
ice. Dr. James P. Beasom, Jr., pres- 


ident of synod, was the guest speaker. 


In their invitation, the publicity com- 
mittee said: “Our pastor has never 
failed us, the community, city, the 
Southern Conference, the synod or the 
U.L. C. A. “Dare we fail now to make 
it a great day?” 

This congregation was organized by 
the late Dr. Edward P. Schueler, syn- 
odical Home Mission superintendent. 

Bethany is one of the ten churches 
that were built in the four years from 
1924 to 1928; St. Luke’s, Huntington 
Park; Memorial, Hollywood; First, 
Glendale; St. John’s, Gardena; St. 
Paul’s, Los Angeles; Grace, Alhambra; 
Bethany, Los Angeles; St. Paul’s, Santa 
Monica; Trinity, Pasadena; Trinity, 


Long Beach. The total membership at _ 


that time was 1,478. Today there are 
3,780 confirmed, and 2,313 communing 
members. é 


Encouraging Reports 


Mr. W. B. Scheehl, treasurer of synod, 
reporting for the first eight months of 


the year, says in part: “The response 
of our congregations for benevolence 
is most encouraging. Eighteen congre- 
gations have paid in full or better, and 
some five or six more will reach that 
mark when their checks for August are 
received. . . . Our response to the ap- 
peal for Lutheran World Action is 
gratifying, our synod going over the 
top.” 

President Beasom reports: “Three 
new fields have been assigned to us by 
regional Home Mission councils: Long 
Beach, Altadena and San Mateo. Sur- 
veys have been made in each field. We 
have six months to enter.” 

The Rev. Dr. Earl S. Rudisill, asso- 
ciate secretary of the Parish and 
Church School Board, visited the 
churches of Califorina during October. 
He had five appointments in the South- 
ern Conference. 


Dr. S. H. Yerian, representative for 
synod for a larger circulation of THE 
LUTHERAN, is planning to have commit- 
tees appointed in each congregation, 
and definite goals established. He says: 
“Pastors and church councilmen, of- 
ficers and leaders of the various or- 
ganizations within the congregations 
are first on the list of those who should 
be regular readers of Toe LuTHERAN.” 


Holy Trinity Church, Inglewood, the 
Rev. Franklin A. Swanson pastor, is 
building a church office and meeting 
place on their property in Morningside 
Park, to accommodate the various 
church organizations. The Morningside 
Lutheran says: “It is our plan to make 
this headquarters a scale model of a 
large church with windows, steeple; 
cross, etc., all in miniature. Even the 
landscaping will be done to scale.” 


Service at Norman, Okla. 


Chaplain Harlon M. Miller, Lutheran 
chaplain at the Naval Air Technical 
Training Center at Norman, Okla., on 
September 5 conducted the first reg- 
ularly scheduled service at the station 
chapel. Those in attendance were en- 
thusiastic at the prospect of a Lutheran 
service and plans are being made for a 
young people’s meeting each week. 

As there is no Lutheran Service Cen- -: 
ter near by, Chaplain Miller is opening 
his home in Norman to the personnel 
when they are in the city. Norman is 
two miles from the training center. The 
chaplain’s home is 520 W. Eufaula St., 
Norman, Okla. 

There is an increasing number of 
WAVES, sailors and marines who come 
from widely separated parts of the 
country, and nearly all branches of the 
Lutheran Church are represented in the 
personnel. A Communion Service is 
held for them on the first Sunday of 
each month in the station chapel. 


The Lutheran 


South Jersey Vis 


LEADERSHIP TRAINING AND INSTITUTE ENGAGE 
CONGREGATIONS’ ATTENTION 


SPONSORED by district pastoral asso- 
ciations, three Leadership Training 
Schools for the fall term have enrolled 
more than 170 church school teachers 
and workers of the Camden, Trenton, 
and Shore areas in New Jersey. 

In the Camden area, fifteen parishes 
were represented by 108 members, 
meeting every Wednesday from Sep- 
tember 29 to November 10 in Our Sav- 
iour Church, Haddonfield, the Rev. 
D. F. Irvin pastor and chaplain of the 
school The instructors were Mrs. Paul 
C. Weber and the Rev. George R. 
Deisher of Camden, Dr. Walter N. 
Myers of Haddonfield, and the Rev. 
Earl F. Rahn of Philadelphia. The Rev. 
William J. Leifeld of Mt. Ephraim was 
dean and his wife registrar. The Rev. 
Ralph I. Shockey of Westville and the 
Rev. H. Paul Gerhard of Magnolia were 
publicity directors. 

In Trenton eleven congregations from 
five synods met for classes October 5 
to November 9 in the Church of Our 
Saviour, the Rev. G. Luther Weibel 
pastor and chaplain of the school. The 
teachers were the Rev. R. F. Krauch, 
R. S. Bowers, the Rev. Carl R. Nagele, 
and the Rev. Paul T. Warfield of Tren- 
ton. Officials of the school were the 
Rev. Stover Crouthamel, dean; the Rev. 
A. Berg, registrar; the Rev. R. F. 
Krauch, treasurer; and. the Rev. J. 
Matthiesen, publicity. 

Five congregations in the Shore area 
meet weekly at St. Andrew’s-by-the- 
Sea, Atlantic City, the Rev. R. F. Garnet 
pastor. Instructors are the Rev. E. E. 
Miller of Pleasantville, and Pastor 
Garnet. The Rev. Frank Adler, pastor 
of the Ocean City-Somers Point Parish, 
is dean of the school, which began 
November 1. 


The first Sunday School Institute 
planned by the Camden Leadership 
School was held November 10 for all 
churches in the Camden, Trenton and 
Shore areas. The afternoon schedule of 
conferences included “Children of the 
Church,” leader, Mrs. Walter N. Myers 
of Haddonfield; “After Confirmation— 
What?” leader, the Rev. Earl S. Erb, 
executive secretary of the Board of 
Education of the Ministerium of Penn- 
sylvania; “Weekday Schools on Re- 
leased Time,” the Rev. William J. Lei- 
feld; and “How to Have an Effective 
Home Department,” leader, Mrs. Har- 
vey Ulrich, home department superin- 
tendent for the Camden County Sun- 
day School Association. At the 6.00 
P. M. box luncheon, Mr. Erb spoke on 
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“A Crisis—What Can You Do?” The 
institute closed with an inspirational 
rally and an address by the Rev. 
Reginald Deitz, member of the editorial 
staff of the Parish and Church School 
Board. 


Thirtieth Anniversary 


From sixty-seven charter members 
in 1913 to a confirmed membership of 
800 today, is the story of the growth of 
Holy Trinity, Audubon, the Rev. Paul 
W. Kapp pastor, which recently ob- 
served its thirtieth anniversary. 

October 3 the anniversary sermon 
was preached by the Rev. Dr. T. Ben- 
ton Peery, president of the East Penn- 
sylvania Conference of the Ceniral 
Pennsylvania Synod and pastor of St. 
Matthew's, Philadelphia. October 10 
Dr. Joseph D. Krout, secretary of the 
Central Pennsylvania Synod and for- 
mer pastor of Holy Trinity, preached 
the sermon. The weekday services in- 
cluded a Community Night with the 
sermon by Dr. M. R. Hamsher, pres- 
ident of the Central Pennsylvania 
Synod; and Brotherhood Night, with 
an address by the Rev. Ivan H. Hage- 
dorn, pastor of Bethel congregation, 
Philadelphia. 

A reunion of former members was 
held Sunday afternoon, October 10. The 
Rev. Paul W. Kapp has been pastor 
since November 1938. 


A Golden Jubilee 


The fiftieth anniversary of Holy Trin- 
ity, Magnolia, the Rev. H. Paul Ger- 
hard pastor, was concluded with spe- 
cial services. October 24 the Rev. Karl 
S. Henry, superintendent of missions 
of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania, 
preached the sermon. At a congrega- 
tional rally, October 29, Mr. Charles 
Cassel, treasurer, announced that the 
Jubilee Building Fund Offering started 
August 1 was invested in a $1,000 war 
bond. The celebration closed with the 
Reformation Festival Holy Communion 
Service October 31. 


The Rev. George W. Forell preached 
his last sermon in the Woodbury- 
Wenonah Parish September 26, having 
resigned to accept a scholarship to fur- 
ther his study in theology. 


In Our Saviour Church, Haddonfield, 
the Rev. D: F. Irvin pastor, the con- 
gregation observed Social Missions 
month with a series of six home meet- 
ings conducted by the congregational 
committee on evangelism. Each mem- 


ber was invited to the home meeting 
held in his district to discuss the work 
of the Church and in winning others to 
a loyal profession of the Gospel. 


The Germantown Home for Orphans 
and Aged has thirty-five more quarts 
of home canned peaches on its shelves. 
because fifteen women of this congre- 
gation responded to a hurry call for 
workers when one of their members 
donated the fruit for this cause. 


Observing the forty-fifth anniversary 
of St. John’s, Williamstown, the Rev. 
Frank Herr pastor, a congregational 
supper and a musical program Septem- 
ber 24 honored the congregation’s old- 
est members. 


The sixty-fourth anniversary and the 
annual reunion of members of Epiph- 
any, Camden, the Rev. Paul C. Weber 
pastor, was observed November 7. The 
guest preacher was the Rev. H. Paul 
Gerhard, pastor of Holy Trinity, Mag- 
nolia, and secretary of the New Jersey 
Conference. 


Reformation Services 


Preaching for the annual Reforma- 
tion Day Rally of churches in the 
Camden area meeting in Holy Trinity, 
Audubon, the Rev. Paul W. Kapp pas- 
tor, Carl C. Rasmussen, D.D., of Get- 
tysburg Seminary faculty chose as his: 
sermon topic, “The Hammer that Shook 
the World.” A union choir sang Chris- 
tiansen’s “Beautiful Saviour” and 
Gounod’s “Praise Ye the Father.” The 
liturgists were the Rev. Harold F. Muf- 
fley and the Rev. Harold L. Rowe, of- 
ficers of the Camden Ministerial Asso- 
ciation, which sponsored the rally. 


Eleven churches in Trenton heard 
the pastor of Bethel, R. S. Bowers, D.D., 
preach at a joint Reformation service 
held at 8.00 P. M. in Trinity, the Rev. 
J. Matihiesen pastor. 


During the past seven months $2,900 
has been paid by St. Bartholomew’s, 
Trenton, the Rev. Stover Crouthamel 
pastor, to reduce their $5,450 debt to 
$2,550. 


In St. Paul’s, Mt. Holly, the Parish 
Society’s sewing club recently made the 
vestments, cassock and surplice, for 
their pastor, the Rev. Leonard Good. 
White robes for use at confirmation 
were also made for the church. In the 
program for completing the furnishing. 
of the church three new pews have re- 
cently been installed. 


The Junior Choir of eighteen mem- 
bers of Zion, Riverside, the Rev. Floyd’ 
P. Milleman pastor, was vested October 
3. The Juniors sing at the chief service 
on the first Sunday of each month and: 
at every Vesper Service. Mrs. Madalyn 
Detweiler is the director. 
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EMPHASIS ON RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AMONG FALL ACTIVITIES 


THE emphasis of the Lutheran Church 
on Education was evident in the fall 
activities of the Lancaster Conference 
in all areas. Three Bible school con- 
ventions were held on conference terri- 
tory on Saturday afternoon, September 
25, as the result of the planning of the 


conference Committee on Religious’ 


Education, headed by the Rev. Ernest 
Hoh of Emmanuel Church, Lancaster. 
The Lancaster City meeting was held 
at Zion, Lancaster, the Rev. Fred 
Wackernagel pastor. The Ephrata area 
met in St. John’s Church, Denver, the 
Rev. Wallace Knerr pastor. The third 
convention was in St. Paul’s, Annville, 
the Rev. Frederick Hasskarl pastor, and 
served the Lebanon area. The programs 
-of all three schools were the same, being 
‘built around the theme, “Bible Schools 
in a Time Like This.” After a general 
address, the conventions were broken 
-down into five discussion groups: for 
leaders of children, leaders of young 
people, leaders of adults, for pastors, 
and for Children of the Church work- 
ers. The aim of these discussions was to 
focus attention on the teaching of doc- 
trines in the Sunday school. 

At least two Lancaster Conference 
‘communities are sponsoring new de- 
~velopments in the field of religious edu- 
cation through the medium of the pub- 
lic school. Lancaster City will conduct 
-an experimental school in the field of 
religious education at St. John’s Epis- 
-copal Church, for children of the third, 
fourth, fifth’ and sixth grades of one 
public school. Released time from pub- 


lic school is allowed. If the epee ea 
/ 


proves successful, additional school 
will be instituted next year. The Roths- 
ville High School is offering an elective 
course, “The Life of Christ,” to be 
‘taught by the Rev. Willard Weida of 
Rothsville, 


Leadership Training Schools 


will function in three areas of the con- 
ference this year, with a possible fourth. 
The City of Lancaster school will meet 
in Trinity, Lancaster, for six Wednes- 
day evenings, October 13 to November 
17. The Northern County school met in 
Ephrata at Trinity Church for five 
Monday evenings, and the West Shore 
school met at Keller Memorial Church 
in Shiremanstown. The Lebanon school 
was scheduled to begin October 18 at 
‘Trinity Church. 


‘District Conferences 


In accordance with Ministerium plans, 
thrée District Conferences were held in 
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the Lancaster Conference. The Lebanon 
area met September 27, the Lancaster 
area on the twenty-eighth and the 
Ephrata area on the twenty-ninth. Spe- 
cial speakers included the Rev. Dr. 
Oscar Carlson, executive secretary on 
Evangelism of the Board of American 
Missions; the Rev. Erwin Spees pf the 
Parish and Church School Board; Miss 
Christie Zimmerman, a missionary from 
the India field; the Rev. Paul C. Empie, 
stewardship secretary of synod; the 
Rev. Earl S. Erb of the synodical Board 
of Christian Education; the Rev. Karl 
Henry, executive secretary of the Board 
of Home Missions of the synod; the 
Rev. Dr. Harold C. Fry, president of 
the Lancaster Conference; and the Rev. 
Dr. Emil E. Fischer, president of the 
Ministerium of Pennsylvania. 

A poll taken at the Lancaster Minis- 
terial Association meeting (an inter- 
denominational body) indicated that 
practically all the churches partici- 
pated in World-wide Communion Sun- 
day, October 3. In several Lutheran 
churches lay visitors contacted all 
church members by means of an, inten- 
sive, every member visitation for Holy 
Communion. 


Reformation Rally 


A unique method of publicity for a 
Reformation Rally is being used in 
Lancaster City by the committee in 
charge. The automatic Balopticon slide 


‘machine owned by the Ministerium has 


been installed in a store window just 
off the center square. Here a series of 
sixty colored slides run constantly and 
depict to the onlooker a brief history 
of the Lutheran Church, the Reforma- 
tion, and pictures of all the Lutheran 
churches in the city and their pastors. 
The Rally was held at Grace Church 
Sunday evening, October 31, as a union 
venture of local Lu- 
theran churches. 
The Rev. Dr. Abdel 
Ross Wentz, pres- 
ident of Gettysburg 
Seminary, was the 
speaker. ' 


St. John's Church, - 
Columbia, Pa. 
C. A. Mathias, Pastor 


Mortgage Burned at 
Columbia, Pa. 


A SPECIAL service was held Sunday 
morning, September 12) at St. John’s 
Church, Columbia, Pa., in celebration 
of the fifteenth anniversary of the ded- 
ication of the church and the burning 
of the note—freeing the congregation of 
all indebtedness. The service was in 
charge of Pastor Charles A. Mathias. 
Greetings were sent by E. E. Fischer, 
D.D., president of the Ministerium of 
Pennsylvania and Adjacent States, and 
from St. James Church, Columbia, or- 
ganized in 1903 as a Sunday school by 
the members of St. John’s. 

This Gothic church was built in 1927- 
1928 at a cost of $250,000, Originally 
the congregation decided to build a 
church to cost $50,000, but through the 
generous gift of $100,000 by the late 
B. Frank Herr the plans were enlarged 
until the present edifice resulted. The 
church was dedicated September 9, 
1928, by the beloved pastor, A. M. 
Mehrkam, Ph.D. Three months after the 
dedication the pastor was called to the 
Church Triumphant. 

After a vacancy of six months, the 
present pastor was called. During the 
fourteen years of his pastorate the con- 
gregation has grown steadily and has 
paid on the indebtedness consistently 
until the final payment was made Sep- 
tember 12, 1943. This splendid achieve- 
ment was due to the loyalty and devo- 
tion of the members, and almost 
entirely by their freewill offerings. After 
the offering at the conclusion of the 
service the treasurer reported a balance 
of $2,000 in the Building Fund. This 
will be held for future development. 

At the service a confirmation class of 
twenty was received into the com- 
muning membership of the church. 

Motion pictures in technicolor were 
taken at the service, to bring up to date 
the history of the congregation begun 
in motion pictures with the demolition 
of the old church in 1927. St. John’s 
Church was organized in 1881. 
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Te sonsries and Leaders 
Present 


Tue eighth biennial convention of 


the Women’s Missionary Society of the 
United Synod of New York was an in- 
spirational meeting long to be remem- 
bered. In spite of wartime travel dif- 
ficulties, 26 officers and members of the 
executive committee, 74 regular dele- 
gates and 220 visitors were present at 
_ most sessions. This total of 320 was 
' augmented at the larger afternoon and 
evening meetings. 

The officers elected to serve the next 
biennium are: Mrs. Edwin H. Boettger, 
Buffalo, N. Y., president; Mrs. Walter 
C. Hanning, New Rochelle, N. Y., vice- 
president; Mrs. George Ackerly, Rens- 
selaer, N. Y., secretary; Miss Emily 
Herr, Binghamton, N. Y., treasurer; 
Mrs. George Froesch, Jersey City, N. J., 
_ Statistician. 

The convention was entertained by 
the New Jersey Conference, and the 
meetings were held at St. John’s 
Church, the Rev. Theodore J. Erdmann 
pastor. The entertainment was out- 
standing in the co-operation that ex- 
isted among all the churches of the 
conference. 

To have several missionaries, Miss 
Frieda Hoh, Puerto Rico; Miss Ethel 
Emerich, missionary on furlough, on 
the program—and then to be surprised 
by a visit from Miss Marie Jensen and 
Miss Bertha Koenig recently arrived 
on clipper from Africa, was a mission- 
ary feast. Mrs. O. A. Sardeson, pres- 
ident of the General Society, came be- 
fore the convention and stirred us with 
her progressive leadership; Miss Ruth 
Juram, from headquarters in Philadel- 
phia, challenged us to be willing to 
“talk and walk in the interest of fur- 
thering our Father’s business.” The 
missionary dessert came when Miss 
Margaret Applegarth, author and chair- 
man of the World Day of Prayer, the 
woman who is at home in all inter- 
denominational groups, moved us in 
her own inimitable way. 

Dr. Samuel G. Trexler, president of 
the United Synod of New York; the 
Rev. Edwin H. Knudten, president of 
the New Jersey Conference; and Dr. 
Ralph H. Long appeared on the pro- 
gram. 

The adoption of a constitution was 
accomplished speedily. This fact was 
significant. In this day of serious and 
soul-stirring business not too much 
time was spent on routine. The recom- 
mendation from the General Society 
that we study plans for a unified pro- 
gram for the women of the Church was 
given serious attention. The triennial 
objective to seek out, train and educate 
not less than twelve young women for 
the mission field and to give an ade- 
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quate sum to do this was enthusiastic- 
ally ‘received by the convention. The 
Friday offering was a beginning for this 
fund. 

Many women from the synodical so- 
ciety contributed much. The officers— 
especially the retiring president, Miss 
Emily Knemeyer, and the statistician, 
Mrs. Charles Davis—showed real lead- 
ership. The conference presidents—es- 
pecially Mrs. E. Harold Wetsel of Long 
Island, in reporting on the Roanoke 
Convention, made us feel the work was 
in capable hands. 

The convention was not unmindful 
of the need to organize the womanhood 
of the synod. Only 6 per cent of them 
are in this recognized auxiliary of the 
church. Mrs. ARNOLD F. KELLER. 


Alleghany Conference 
Women Meet in Altoona 


Tue fourth annual convention of the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the 
Alleghany Conference, Central Penn- 
sylvania Synod, was held October 20, 
in the First Church, Altoona, Pa. The 
convention was formally opened by the 
president, Mrs. T. H. Buchanan of 
Altoona. Four conference officers, two 
district presidents, nine departmental 
secretaries and ninety-six registered 
delegates were present. 

The convention theme, “Not by 
might, nor by power, but by my Spirit 
saith the Lord,” was presented in the 
two devotionals, “Victory through 
Faith” and “Victory through Prayer,” 
by Mrs. R. B. McGiffen and Mrs. R. W. 
Birk. 

Greetings were extended to the con- 
vention by Mrs. J. A. Hinds, president 
of the local society; the Rev. J. A. 
Brosius, president of the Alleghany 
Conference, and the Rev. Luke H. 
Rhoads, pastor of the hostess church. 
The convention was also honored by 
the presence of Dr. and Mrs. Roy M. 
Dunkelberger, missionaries on fur- 
lough from India. 

In the afternoon session, Mrs. W. H. 
Menges, president of the synodical 
W. M. S., brought an inspirational and 
informative message. Miss Clara Lea- 
man, missionary on furlough from 
India, told not only of the religious 
work, but also of the recreational and 
social work that she is now engaged in 
among the young people of the defense 
areas of the city of Baltimore, Md. 

Mrs. F. P. Reiter, treasurer of the 
Synodical Society, brought tidings from 
the Roanoke Convention, in an inter- 
esting and refreshing manner. Eighty- 
six per cent of the women of the U. L. 
C. A. are not connected with any mis- 
sionary society; the active 14 per cent 
must be about “Their Father’s Busi- 
ness,” no matter who or where you are. 


GOD’S 
LIVING 
TRUTHS 


By Leander M. Zimmerman 


Pocket Size. Cloth Bound. Postpaid, ic. 


“A delightful pocket volume of helpful 
meditations, with a fitting benediction 
to a splendid little volume.” — Church 
Management. 


“There are many illuminating sentences. 
Home preaching. An appeal to the soul, 
_ clear and resonant.”—Moody Monthly. 


“58 inspiring commentaries on as many 
scriptural quotations. Excellent devo- 
tional reading for the whole family.”— 
Washington Star. 


“JT am leaving on a*trip facing severe 
difficulties. With me goes your book. I 
wish a copy would be carried in every 
business man’s grip.”—Roger W. Babson, } 
LL.D. 


“A rich collection of heartwarming devo- § 
tional material. Rich experiences of a 
devoted pastor. Messages of trust, hope, 
comfort and peace, and an earnest ex- 
hortation to godly living.”—Luther D. 


Reed, D.D., President, The Lutheran 


Seminary at Philadelphia. 


Order from 
The United Lutheran 
Publication House 
1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


The secretary of the Children of the 
Church, Mrs. Fern Ogline, spoke on, 
“Our Children.” Mrs. Joseph Tate 
conducted a beautiful Memorial Serv- 
ice for the 41 active members who 
passed away during the year. 

Mrs. E. Roy Hauser received the- 
Love Gift for the Sanoyea Nursery in 
Africa. She spoke briefly of Miss Laura 
Gilliland’s twenty-five years of service 
in Africa, of the $2,000 contributed by 
Miss Gilliland’s home church—Clear- 
field, Pa.—with the understanding that 
the nursery be called, “The Laura Gil- 
liland Nursery.” The Love Gift totaled 
$329. 

The address at the evening session 
was delivered by Dr. M. Edwin Thomas, 
treasurer of the Board of Foreign Mis- 
sions of the U. L. C. A. 

Officers elected are as follows: Pres- 
ident, Mrs. T. H. Buchanan; vice-pres- 
ident, Mrs. J. A. Brosius; recording sec- 
retary, Mrs. R. W. Birk; statistical sec- 
retary, Mrs. Ethel Hood; treasurer, 
Mrs. E. P. Young; historian, Mrs. Jo- 
seph Tate. 

Mrs. B. F. Ruptsr1. 


25. 


South Carolina Missionary 
Convention 


Tue fifty-eighth annual convention of 
the Women’s Missionary Society of the 
Synod of South Carolina met October 
13 and 14 in Holy Trinity. Church, Lit- 
tle Mountain, the Rev. Albert Stem- 
mermann pastor. At the opening serv- 
ice with the Holy Communion Dr. John 
B. Moose, dean of the Lutheran The- 
‘ological Seminary at Columbia, deliv- 
ered a short meditation. 

The convention theme was the same 
used at the triennial convention, “I 
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Must Be About My Father’s Business.” 
This was emphasized effectively in the 
devotions and addresses. 

The formal opening was in charge of 
Mrs. W. J. Moretz of Ehrhardt, pres- 
ident. Even with the present handicap 
in travel, there were approximately 300 
delegates and visitors in attendance. 
The program was streamlined to last 
only one and one-half days, yet the 
time was well filled with information 
and inspiration. 

The speakers for the convention 
were: Dr. Paul A. Kirsch, assistant ex- 
ecutive secretary of the Board of 
American Missions. The topic used was: 
“I Must Be About My Father’s Busi- 
ness—At Home”; Mrs. Louis T. Bowers, 
missionary to Africa, who spoke on the 
topic: “I Must Be About My Father’s 
Business—Beyond the Sea”; the Rev. 
Karl W. Kinard, president of the Synod 
of South Carolina, who spoke on be- 
half of the synod and the institutions 
of the Church; Mrs. E. C. Cooper ad- 
dressed the group in the interest of 
Home Missions in South Carolina. 

A very welcome and unscheduled 
guest at the convention was Mrs. Virgil 
B. Sease of Delaware, a member of the 
Committee on World Literacy and 
Christian Literature. She gave a most 
interesting outline of this important 
work. Mrs. Moretz gave a helpful ac- 
count of the triennial convention in 
Roanoke, and Miss Marie Heinsohn, a 
member of the Executive Board of the 
general body, brought a message from 
that group. 

Devotions were conducted by Mrs. 
H. R. Browne of Spartanburg, on the 
theme, “I Must Be About My Father’s 
Business—in an Unwavering Church”; 
Mrs. J. V. Long of Prosperity, on “I 
Must Be About My Father’s Business— 
in Unlimited Service.” For the noon- 


f- ‘tide prayer Mrs. C. K. Derrick sang a 


special prayer hymn. Mrs. Karl W. 
Kinard spoke on the theme, “From 
Convention to Action.” 

The message of the president and re- 
ports of other officers and secretaries 
were read with much interest and ap- 
preciation. These indicated the prog- 
ress made in the various spheres of 
service. The financial goal of $12,000 
for the last year was exceeded and the 
sum of $13,000 was set as the financial 
objective for 1943-44. The convention 
agreed to contribute $25 again this year 
to the Lutheran Theological Seminary, 
Columbia, for the purchase of mission- 
ary books for the library. The South 
Carolina women pledged loyal support 
to the objective set at the triennial con- 
vention for enlistment and training of 
future missionaries. 

The following officers were installed 
by President Kinard: President, Mrs. 
W. J. Moretz, Ehrhardt; vice-president, 
Mrs. Karl W. Kinard,-Columbia; re- 


cording secretary, Mrs. C. K. Derrick, 
Charleston; statistical secretary, Mrs. 
H. L. Vogel, Spartanburg; treasurer, 
Mrs. W. W. Lorick, Lexington. 
Mrs. W. C. Bo.tex. 


Addresses by Missionaries 
and Executives 


Tue fourth annual convention of the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the 
West Pennsylvania Conference of the 
Central Pennsylvania Synod met in 
Union Lutheran Church, York, Pa., the 
Rev. Carl R. Simon pastor, October 19 
and 20. 

The theme, “Our Father’s Business,” 
both at home and abroad, was ably pre- 
sented and exemplified by the Rev. and 
Mrs. Herman D. Hammer, Argentina; 
Miss Clara Leaman, India (now in Bal- 
timore); Miss Frieda Hoh, Puerto Rico; 
the Rev. A. Kenneth Hewitt, Konna- 
rock; and Dr. C. Franklin Koch, execu- 
tive secretary of the Board of Social 
Missions, U. L. C. A. 

Miss Selma Bergner, secretary of 
promotion of the Women’s Missionary 
Society of the U. L. C. A., had charge 
of the devotions. Mrs. O. A. Sardeson, 
president of the Women’s Missionary 
Society of the U. L. C. A., gave an in- 
spiring talk on the subject, “Together.” 

The officers elected for the coming 
year are: Miss Katharine L. Mundorf, 
York, president; Mrs. Clara M. Venable, 
Chambersburg, vice-president; Mrs. 
H. B. Burkholder, Greencastle, record- 
ing secretary; Mrs. Charles C. Culp, 
Gettysburg, treasurer; Miss Charlotte 
L. Kauffman, York, statistical secretary. 

More than eighty delegates and thirty 
officers were registered. Many visitors 
and guests also attended the sessions. 

The next meeting is planned for 
Chambersburg, Pa., in Trinity Church, 
Dr. C. A. Neal pastor, * 

Margaret EK. WILLIAMS. 


The Chicago Conference of 
the Wartburg Synod 


The Chicago Conference of the Wart- 
burg Synod convened at Honterus Lu- 
theran Church, Gary, Ind., October 12 . 
and 13 with the Rev. Erich Petersen as 
host pastor. 

The conference opened Tuesday eve- 
ning with the Lord’s Supper. The 
liturgist was Pastor Petersen. The Con- 
fessional address was given by the Rev. 


_A. C. Suechting of North Lake, IIL, and 


the sermon was delivered by the pres- 
ident of conference, the Rev. B. Kerte 
of Belwood, Ill. The Rev. H. Lee of 
McConnell, Ill., secretary of the confer- 
ence, assisted in the administration of 
Holy Communion. 

The Wednesday session opened with 
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an inspirational address by the Rev. H. 
Lee. In the absence of William Buch, 
D.D., superintendent of the Social Mis- 
sion Society of Illinois, the Rey. Ernest 
Schmidt of Chicago, a member of the 
Board, gave an insight into the prob- 
lems confronting the superintendent 
and the society. Special appeal was 
made for co-operation in this mission 
work. The synodical representative of 
the Parish and School Board spoke on 
the educational problem in the ehurch. 
The Rev. LeRoy Weihe, superintendent 
of the Nachusa Orphanage, pointed to 
the needs of the orphanage. House- 
mothers are sorely needed. A new 
chapel is being equipped and the or- 
phanage will celebrate its fortieth an- 
niversary December 5, 1943. 

The afternoon session opened with 
the lecture by Prof. Theodore Bach- 
man of the Chicago Seminary, on the 
topic, “Spirit of Missouri,” emphasizing 
in particular the educational spirit and 
pointing to the routine of the Missouri 
seminaries. An open forum was held 
with the Rev. Ernest Schmidt of Chi- 
cago as the leader. Subjects were dis- 
cussed, particularly the subject of 
Christian conduct of our boys and girls 
in the armed forces. Mr. Schmidt also 
gave the latest developments and news 
of the Wartburg Synod in the absence 
of Dr. R. R. Belter, president. 

The officers for the ensuing year are: 
the Rev. Erich Peterson of Gary, Ind., 
president; the Rev. A. H. Fabian, Chi- 
cago, vice-president; the Rev. A. C. 
Suechting of North Lake, IIL, secretary; 
the Rev. A. Swasko of Berwyn, IIL, 
treasurer. Victor Hackpartu. 


Ninetieth Anniversary 


Mt. Calvary Church, McKees Rocks, 
Pa., celebrated the ninetieth anniver- 
sary October 24 with two special serv- 
ices. The congregation was formed with 
nine members in the home of Martin 
Clever, and soon thereafter W. A. 
Passavant, D.D., then pastor of the 
First Church, Pittsburgh, Pa., com- 
pleted the organization. The first church 
was erected in 1853; where the Mt. 
Calvary Cemetery is located; the second 
was built at Chartiers and Furnace St. 
This was later supplanted by the pres- 
ent beautiful church in 1925 in West 
Park at a cost of about $80,000. 

The Rev. M. R. Kunkelman, a former 
pastor, at the morning service related 
the history of the church, and the Rev. 
J. H. Tarnedde, pastor emeritus of St. 
John’s Church, McKees Rocks, Pa., 
preached in the evening. 

Under the able leadership of the 
present pastor, the Rev. A. Boerstler, 
Th.D., who has served this parish since 
1931, the membership more than dou- 
bled, the church property is kept in 
good condition and the indebtedness 
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has been reduced to about $20,000. The 
congregation now numbers more than 
800 baptized members. 


Roanoke College, Salem, Va. 


Tue formal opening convocation of 
Roanoke College was held in the Lab- 
oratory Theater October 4. The ad- 
dress was given by Dr. Paul Scherer 
on the theme, “Life Never Says Please.” 
The faculty and senior class formed the 
academic procession and music was 
furnished by the College Choir. 

The Parish and Church School 
Hymnal has been selected for use at 
the weekly chapel exercises and suf- 
ficient copies purchased to supply one 
to each student. Under the leadership 
of the student choir the full Matins 
Service is used as a much appreciated 
vehicle of devotion in which the stu- 
dents themselves may participate. 

November 20 and 21 the Lutheran 
Student Association group from the 
Virginia colleges of the Southeastern 
Region will meet on the Roanoke Cam- 
pus under the direction of Dr. Mary E. 
Markley and Pastor William E. Eisen- 
berg, L. S. A. adviser for Virginia. 

The campus community loyally sup- 
ported the Roanoke County and City 
War and Community Fund Campaign, 
which was headed this year by Pres- 
ident C. J. Smith of the college. Though 
the budget was twice that of previous 
years it was more than met with the 
contributions of faculty and students, 
reaching 110 per cent of the assigned 
quota. 

There are 105 Naval Aviation Cadets 
at the college taking ground and flight 
instruction under the War Training 
Service of the Civil Aeronautics Ad- 
ministration. These cadets come to the 
college after three months of pre- 
flight training at Williams College and 
Wesleyan University. After complet- 
ing their training at Roanoke they go 
for further instruction to the pre-flight 
schools at the University of North 
Carolina and the University of Geor- 
gia. The unit is in charge of a resident 
naval officer and a corps of assistants. 

The Sphinx Sorority operates a booth 
on the campus for the sale of War Sav- 
ings Stamps and Defense Bonds. Stu- 
dent organizations are giving their 
spare time to war projects which this 
year take the place of the usual extra- 
curricula activities of an athletic and 
social nature. In a recent statement 
President Smith declared: “This is one 
of our happiest years in the develop- 
ment of student life. The decreased 
civilian enrollment due to the war 
seems to be a challenge to faculty and 
students alike to make the hours count 
by increased devotion to the things that 
count for most.” 

—Roanoke College News Service. 


New HARPER 
Books 


ON BEING A 
REAL PERSON 


By HARRY EMERSON 
FOSDICK 


Dr. Fosdick’s new book has been a 
national best-seller since publica- 
tion seven months ago. “A prac- 
tical approach to mastering per- 
sonal depression, overcoming han- 
dicaps, and making the most of 
your ability.”"—Reader’s Digest. 
$2.50 


SOME BRIGHTER 


DAWN 


By GRACE NOLL 
CROWELL 


The well-known Texas poet has 
written a new book of fifty poems. 
Those who are seeking inspiration 
and comfort during these tragic 
days will read the book with es- 
pecial appreciation. A perfect gift 
for anniversaries and holidays. 
$1.00 


BURMA DIARY 
By PAUL GEREN 


A heart-stirring account of a young 
missionary-teacher’s experiences 
during the Japanese attack on 
Burma. The pain, evil, hope and 
faith of man amid this tragedy are 
unforgettably portrayed. I//ustrated 
by Baldridge. Heavy paper covers. 

50c 


LIVE, LOVE AND 


LEARN 


By JOSEPH FORT 
NEWTON 


Here are 200 new inspirational 
“chats on life,” written during the 
past two years by this popular 
author. Based on true situations or 
specific personal problems, they 
are practical and helpful. A grand 
bedside book. $2.00 


A PORTRAIT 
OF JESUS 


By SHERWOOD EDDY 


A twentieth-century biographical 
study of Jesus the man and a dis- 
cussion of the living Christ, whose 
power to influence lives in the 
present day is convincingly re- 
vealed. A fine book for young 
people and laymen. $2.00 
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A Fortieth Anniversary 


THE fortieth anniversary of the or- 
ganization of St. Matthew’s Church, 
Mansfield, Ohio, was celebrated Sun- 
day morning, October 24. The congre- 
gation was organized October 25, 1903. 
The occasion was observed by the cele- 


, bration of the Holy Communion and by 
‘ the reading of greetings from a former 


pastor, R. H. Gearhart, D.D. The re- 
maining charter members met in a 
body and received special recognition. 
Dr. C. F. Sheriff preached on the sub- 
ject, “Life Begins at Forty.” 

The following pastors have served 
the congregation: A. E. Renn, D.D., 
who effected the organization. F. M. 
Keller, D.D., H. C. Garvie, D.D., R. H. 
Gearhart, D.D., A. C. Miller, D.D., and 
Charles F. Sheriff, D.D, A fine parson- 
age was completed May 1, 1916. The 
present church was dedicated April 7, 
1918. The present pastorate has ex- 
tended over twenty-two years. The 
total number of members received since 
the organization of the church is 1,406, 
of which number 1,096 have been re- 
ceived during the present pastorate. 

This live congregation is looking for- 
ward to a glorious future. The church 
is without indebtedness and recently 
was beautified by the expenditure of 
several thousands of dollars. 


George Drach, D.D., Faithful 


Secretary 
(Continued from page 2) 


membership in the Women’s Missionary 
Society, everyone present felt that the 
last word had been spoken and the 
brightest act performed to crown the 
career of a faithful board secretary with 
a glowing badge of approval. 

All who spoke bore testimony to the 
various qualities of Christian leader- 
ship maintained in the long career of 
Dr. Drach, with special emphasis upon 
his firm position of evangelical Chris- 
tian faith based on the inspired Word. 
Always the positive Gospel and only 
the spiritual message is adequate for 
the saving of a lost world, was the un- 
changing affirmation of Dr. Drach and, 
according to him, the missionary must 
be a man of God and a servant of 
Christ, ready with sympathetic heart 
and merciful hand to reinforce the 
spiritual message with a helpful life. 
The strong evangelical note was re- 


peatedly sounded in the happy chorus ‘ 


of tribute paid Dr. Drach. 

The guests, sixty-five in number, in- 
cluded former members of the board, 
some officials of the United Lutheran 
Church, several missionaries, the staff 
at the board headquarters and the 
present members of the board. The 
event was brightened by the presence 
of representatives of the Women’s Mis- 
sionary Society and the wives of some 
of the board members. Music by two 
ladies of St. Mark’s Church, Baltimore, 
added much to the enjoyment of the 
evening. In the name of the individual 
members of the board, Dr. Abdel Ross 
Wentz, vice-president of the board, 
presented flowers to Mrs. Drach and a 
silver plaque to Dr. Drach, with the 
following inscription on it: 


To 
GEORGE DRACH, D.D. 
October 27, 1943 
by 
His Grateful Co-workers 
The Board of Foreign Missions 
of 
The United Lutheran Church in 
America 
On the Occasion of His Retirement 
After 38 years in the service of his Lord 
as an Able and Consecrated Foreign 
Mission Executive. 


The Inner Mission Society 


of Connecticut 


elected the Rev. Karl Otto Klette, pas- 
tor of First Lutheran Church, Rock- 
ville, Conn., president at a meeting held 
October 17 in Immanuel Church, Nau- 
gatuck. Mr. George Arnold, Jr., a 


The Lutheran 


} 


| 


member of this congregation, was 
elected treasurer to succeed Mr. John 
Rosenbeck, who served in this capacity 
for many years and was compelled to 
resign on account of physical disability. 
A resolution of recognition by the so- 
ciety regarding Mr. Rosenberg’s work 
was drawn up. 

At this meeting an inspiring address 
was delivered on “Consecrated Inner 
Mission Work with the Motive Power of 
Christian Love,” as the theme. Reports 
of the officers showed a marked ad- 
vance in the past decade. 

The society maintains the Southbury 
Home for the Aged. It has lost an 
ardent supporter of this institution by 
the death of Pastor Martin Lorenz of 
Waterbury, Conn., last August. The 
Southbury Guild presented its report 
through the financial secretary, Mrs. 
Otto Schulz, and the treasurer, Mrs. 
Klette, and pleaded for a larger mem- 
bership in the Guild. 


Interesting Addresses Hold 
Attention of Laymen 


Tue fourteenth annual convention of 
the New England Conference Division 
of the Lutheran Brotherhood was held 
at Immanuel Church, Meriden, Conn., 
October 24. Members of Immanuel 
Brotherhood acted as host to represent- 
atives from 28 congregations. 

The Rev. H. T. McKnight, pastor of 
Emanuel Church, New Haven, and 
president of the New England Con- 
ference, led the devotional services. 

The business session was conducted 
by the following officers of the New 
England Conference Lutheran Broth- 
erhood; President Leopold A. Proch of 
St. Paul’s, Terryville, Conn.; Vice- 
President Henry J. Fishbeck and Sec- 
retary O. R. Brandberger, both of 
Grace Church, Hartford, Conn.; and 
Treasurer Elmer W. Schrader of the 
First Church, Norwich. 

The speaker for the afternoon session 
was Mrs. F. W. Schaefer, president of 
the New England Conference division 
of the Women’s Missionary Society. 

The Brotherhood issued special invi- 
tations to the women of the various 
congregations to be present to hear of 
the work of the Women’s Missionary 
organization and to attend the conven- 
tion banquet in the evening . 

The banquet was held in the evening 
in the auditorium of Immanuel Parish 
Hall with the Rev. A. M. Schroeder, 
pastor of the St. Paul’s Church, Terry- 
ville, Conn., as toastmaster, and drew 
an exceptionally large attendance to 
hear the inspiring and enlightening ad- 
dress of the Rev. George A. Hagedorn, 
pastor of Immanuel and principal 
speaker for the convention. His topic 
was, “Releasing Jesus.” The banquet 
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was served by the ladies of the church. 

The invocation at the banquet was 
given by the Rev. Oscar V. Werner of 
St. John’s, New Britain. Speakers for 
the evening were Dr. Paul C. White, 
secretary of the United Synod of New 
York; Mr. Leopold A. Proch, re-elected 
president of the New England Brother- 
hood; and the Rev. L. Grady Cooper, a 
U. L. C. A. missionary on leave from 
China. He was imprisoned by the Japa- 
nese and returned to this country in a 
prisoner exchange. 


Grace Church of Hartford, Conn., re- 
ceived the attendance award from Mr. 
Brandberger, the secretary. 

The officers were re-elected. 

Members of Immanuel Brotherhood 
under President Theodore Hoff, Vice- 
President Raymond Piechert, Secretary 
Konopatske, and Treasurer F. W. Fro- 
bel, Jr., worked diligently under the 
direction of the general co-chairmen, 
Mr. Otto E. Kamens and Mr. Theodore 
Hoff, to assure the success of the con- 
vention. Epwin S. WaGNER. 


Solves the Gift Problem 


The gift that keeps fresh in the mind of the lucky 


receiver the memory of the donor 


Special 30 Day Offer 


New Gift Subscriptions only 


$1.25 


TO CANADA, $1.50. FOREIGN COUNTRIES, $2.00. 
THE RATE FOR SUBSCRIPTIONS, OTHER THAN GIFTS, IS $2.00 A YEAR 


Your Greetings will be sent to the person 
for whom you order the gift subscription. 


This offer is not good 
for renewals. 


M1 UTHERAN 


13th and Spruce Sts., Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


Send “The Lutheran” for one year to the following, beginning with the Christmas 


issue, according to your gift subscription offer. Send also the Greetings. Enclosed 


(Signed) 
(Address) 
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Is Your Church maintaining 
its ministry to the young 
man who has left its sanc- 
tuary for the fighting fronts 
of the world? 


For churches and church groups, 
this is an important question. It 
is a question which, for the most 
part, remains for them to answer. 


For thinking pastors and leaders, 
one way to an effective, proved 
answer lies in the little pocket-size 
book of devotional and inspiration- 
al messages— 


Here are faith- and courage-re- 
newing messages—one for each day 
in the year... . messages written 
by 370 outstanding ministers, edu- 
cators and laymen who are. making 
the men and women in our armed 
forces, the problems they will face 
and the sacrifices they will make, 
their major concern, 


If you have not sent this book to 
your church members in service 
yet—ask your bookstore to show 
you a copy today. If you have, 
may we suggest that you check on 
the number of members who have 
entered the service since your last 
mailing? 


Big in results—Little in 
cost—Strength for Service 
is only 75 cents a copy, 
$7.50 a dozen. Stoutly 
designed, it is available in 
these attractive, durable 
bindings: 2 
Blue for the NAVY, MER- 
CHANT MARINE, COAST GUARD, 
SPARS, WAVES. 


Khaki for the ARMY, MA- 
RINE CORPS, WACS. 


At Your Bookstore 
AB IN GDON 
COKESBURY 


NASHVILLE 2, TENNESSEE 


If You're Going to 


the Movies 


CONSULT THESE ESTIMATES OF 
CURRENT FILMS 


PREPARED BY INDEPENDENT FILMSCORES, 
A Private REVIEWING SERVICE. 


BEST CURRENT FILMS 


For Family: Bambi, Hit the Ice, The 
Human Comedy, In Which We Serve, My 
Friend Flicka, Report from the Aleutians, 
Saludos Amigos, This Is the Army. 

For Mature Audience: Action in the 
North Atlantic, Claudia, The Constant 
Nymph, Desert Victory, Holy Matrimony, 
Mission to Moscow, The More the Merrier, 
The Ox-Bow Incident, Random Harvest, 
Shadow of a Doubt, This Land Is Mine, 
Watch on the Rhine, The Young Mr. Pitt. 


NEW PICTURES 


Always a Bridesmaid (Univ.). The An- 
drews Sisters. C. Butterworth. Comedy. 
Exposure of “lonely hearts” racket is back- 
ground for “jitterbug” performances, An- 
drews Sisters’ songs. Routine plot, noisy in 
song and dialogue. 

Hostages (Par.). Wm. Bendix, A. de 
Cordova, Paul Lukas, Luise Rainer. Melo- 
drama. underground activity in Prague: 
sabotage, torture, murder of hostages, etc. 
Based on novel by Stefan Heym. What 
might have been outstanding melodrama— 
because of unusually able cast and dra- 


matic plot—becomes just another under- 
ground film, its motivation unclear, some 
sequences dragged in for isolated sensa- 
tionalism alone. M. 

Johnny Come Lately (UA). James Cag- 
ney, Grace George, Marjorie Lord. Drama. 
Tramp reporter pauses in small town, joins 
elderly woman publisher in crusade against 
crooked political domination. Details of 
crusade and its motivation are rather un- 
clear, but story is a different one, and, ex- 
cept for exaggerated melee at end, inter- 
esting entertainment. M, Y. 

The Lady Takes a Chance (RKO). Jean 
Arthur, John Wayne, C. Winninger. Com- 
edy. Bus tour vacation by New York 
stenographer gives way to romantic ad- 
venture when she falls for indifferent 
rodeo cowboy. Definitely escapist fare, this 
is characterized by scenes which border on 
risque but are handled without offense for 
hilarious sophisticated comedy. Consider- 
able drinking. M. 

That Nazty Nuisance (UA). Joe Devlin, 
Bobby Watson. Farce. Shipwrecked sailors 
frustrate conference of Axis “big three” 
on desert isle. A prolonged comic strip. 
Wits Gs Ore. 

Spitfire (British film released in U. S. 
by RKO). Leslie Howard, Rosamund 
John, David Niven. Drama eulogizing ef- 
forts of late R. J. Mitchell, plane designer, 
to produce effective fighter plane, get it 
adopted officially. Demonstrates possibility 
of giving routine material spark of con- 
viction’ and excitement without adding 
phony heroics, spurious romance or thrills 
for their own sake. A sincere unexagger- 
ated picture. M, Y, C. 


“M” means “may appeal tomature audience” 
“Y” means “may appeal to youth” 
“C” means “may appeal to children” 


Growth or Decrease ? 


Wut the Lutheran Church in Amer- 
ica witness a growth or a decrease in 
membership like unto that sustained by 
the other major denominations in 
America? Thus asked Dr. Valbracht, 


‘as he emphasized evangelism in his ap- 


pealing conference sermon, in the con- 
vention held October 12 in the Brook- 
field Church of the Chicago Confer- 
ence, the Rev. George Vulgaris pastor. 
The Rev. Arthur H. Getz, associate 
secretary of the Parish and Church 
School Board, eloquently called for in- 
crease in enrollment and attendance by 
every agency of the congregation that 
seeks to spread the good news of the 
Kingdom. Modern methods and agen- 
cies are bound to suffer change. 
Pastor Garver in the afternoon devo- 
tional period proclaimed that any wor- 
ship service is only worthy the name 
if it has meaning and function. 
Evangelistic urgency is so, from its 
very nature, declared Dr. H. Grady 
Davis of the Chicago Seminary. It is 
directed to those within and without 
the church. “Produce persons, and the 
rest will follow,” he stated in quoting 
Walt Whitman. We always do have a 
plan for a better and new world order. 


Pastor Koehler presented a definite 
and practical system of a religious cen- 
sus and follow-up as Luther Memorial 
conducted it. 

The Chicago Luther League is setting 
a new pace for interest and increased 
activity, Mrs. Eleanor Loose reported. 

Over 80 per cent of the‘total amount 
pledged has been paid in toward the 
Seminary Campaign goal of approxi- 
mately $100,000. Mr. Erwin List made 
this report. Six months yet remain to 
pay the balance. 

In the absence of Dr. Erland Nelson, 
new president of Carthage College, Dr. 
Armin G. Weng, president of the Illi- 
nois Synod, spoke for the college and 
the new courage induced by the for- 
tunate selection of Dr. Nelson. 

Pastor McGuire of Elgin ably applied 
the foreign mission appeal as a large 
phase of the program of evangelism. 
Three waves of conquest are going over 
the world /today: that of force to con- 


_ quer and to crush; that of politics and 


government to rule; so must there be 
a spiritual wave. 

The Rev. L. O. Cooperrider of May- 
wood is the new president; the Rey. 
Paul Nordsiek, secretary; Mr. Kirk- 
man, treasurer. 

K. E. Irvin, Reporter. 
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The Lowman Home 


THE annual meeting of the Board of 
Directors of the Lowman Home for the 
Aged and Helpless, White Rock, S. C., 
was held at the Home October 19. The 
executive committee of the Board met 
the day preceding. Officers were elected 
for the year as follows: President, the 
Rev. Wynne C. Boliek, Columbia, S. C.; 
vice-president, Mr. P. C. Price, Colum- 
bia; secretary, the Rev. E. R. Trexler, 
China Grove, N. C.; treasurer, Mr. J. 
Ira Haltiwanger, Columbia. The officers 
together with Dr. R. Homer Anderson 
of Roanoke, Va., and Mr. Peter Schafer 
of Savannah, Ga., will constitute the 
executive committee. .The executive 
committee together with the treasurer 
will serve as the Finance Committee. 
All the above were re-elections. 

Mrs. R. W. Sease is the superinten- 
dent of the institution, and Mr. J. Earle 
Cromer the farm manager. 

The reports of the president of the 
Board and of the superintendent showed 
the progress and development made. 
This included recovering four build- 
ings, painting most of the buildings, and 
other needed repairs and improvements. 
A number of special gifts were reported, 
including a gift of $300 for the purchase 
of a new stove for the kitchen. 

It was reported that the Huffard Cot- 
tage is being renovated to be used for 
the present as a small infirmary. 

The report of the treasurer, together 
with the auditor’s report for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, showed the best 
financial year in the history of the in- 
stitution. The Board adopted a budget 
for the year totaling $23,531. 

Among the future needs indicated 
are: a small infirmary or hospital; a 
gravity water tank and larger water 
main with fire hydrants; more dor- 
mitories; a small chapel and recreation 
center; increased endowment. 

The Lowman Home is owned and 
operated by the Lutheran synods of 
Virginia, North Carolina, South Caro- 
lina, Georgia-Alabama, Florida, and 
Mississippi. There are twelve members 
on the Board of Directors representing 
these synods. The institution is the only 
one of its kind in the entire South, the 
third largest in the United Lutheran 
Church in America. It was founded in 
1911. The Home gives Christian care 
to the aged, the crippled, the weak- 
minded, and the epileptic. 

At present there are sixty-nine per- 
sons in the care of the Home. 


PERSONAL 


Mr. Frederick B. Holter, son of the 
late Rey. Friedrich Holter, and organ- 
ist and director of music at Christ Lu- 
theran Church, Ozone Park, Queens 
Borough, N. Y., recently contributed 
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his services and effort in an organ re- 
cital given as a memorial to his father 
in the church last served by him, St. 
Paul’s Church, Flatbush, the Rev. 
Harold W. Sticht pastor. This recital 
was well attended and through freewill 
offerings brought in a tidy sum for the 
benefit of the Organ Fund of the church. 

Mr. Holter finds personal satisfaction 
in opportunities to use his musical 
gifts in furtherance of the work of the 
Lutheran Church in Greater New York. 


The Rev. H. E. Poff resigned the Mt. 
Tabor Charge of the Virginia Synod, 
Middlebrook, Va., to accept the call to 
the Konnarock Parish, October 15. He 
enjoyed more than seven fruitful years 
at Mt. Tabor Church. 


A cLow1mnc tribute to the work of the 
Rev. Dr. E. H. von Hahmann, pastor of 
Trinity Church, Amsterdam, N. Y., and 
to the congregation for its world-wide 
interests was paid by President Samuel 
Trexler, D.D., of the United Synod of 
New York, at the service Sunday morn- 
ing, October 17, marking the seventy- 
fifth anniversary of the church. “Trin- 
ity has set a high standard for its fel- 
low congregations of the synod,” said 
Dr. Trexler, referring to their devoted 
service, manifested in the giving of 
hundreds of. thousands of dollars for 
missions, education and charity. 

The anniversary service was con- 
ducted by the pastor, the junior and 
senior choirs sang special hymns, a 
prayer was offered for-the men in the 
service of the country, and Dr. von 
Hahmann read a list of members who 
had been associated with the congrega- 
tion for more than sixty years. 

At-a social hour, held October 21, the 
Rev. Dr. Floyd H. Moyer, pastor of St. 
Luke’s, brought greetings. 


OBITUARY 
Mrs. Paul Kummer 


Emma Eichhorn Kummer, widow of the late 
Rev. Paul Kummer, was called by her Saviour 
into the Church Triumphant November 5, after 
an illness of many years, the last ten of which 
were spent as a complete invalid. A service in 
her memory was held November 9, with inter- 
ment in the family plot in Mt. Peace Cemetery, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 5 

After the decease of Pastor Kummer in 1919— 
at which time he was pastor at Gloucester, 
N. J—Mrs. Kummer returned to her former 


* home in Philadelphia and to her former church, 


St. Johannis, of which she was a member until 
her death. ‘ 4 

Emma Kummer was born in Philadelphia, 
Pa., July 27, 1867, the daughter of David and 
Christine (nee Fuhrman) Eichhorn. In 1892 
she was married to the Rev. Paul Kummer, who 
was then pastor in Tuscarawas, Ohio. Other 
Ohio pastorates were at New Philadelphia and 
Martin’s Ferry. Pennsylvania Pastor and 
Mrs. Kummer served in Beaver Falls, Erie, 
Leetsdale, Ambridge, cess Pi and Scran- 
ton. A short pastorate was also held in Miles 
City, Texas. : 

Their marriage was blessed with three sons: 
Martin T., of Bloomfield, N. J.; Gustav Adolph 
of Palmerton, Pa.; and Harold Louis of ila- 
delphia. She is also survived by a sister, Miss 
Clara Eichhorn, who was her constant com- 
panion and nurse during the sixteen years of 
her illness. Four grandchildren also survive. 

Mrs. Kummer’s rare patience, faith and sub- 
mission to the will of God were a constant 
source of ag ae to those who knew her. 
She was a living witness of the power of 
Christ’s Spirit to bring peace to the soul. 

R. F. Anderson. 


THE FAMOUS FOSTER BOOKS 
By CHARLES FOSTER 


They Have Enlightened the Youth 
With Bible Truths During Three 
Generations of Christian Families 


FOSTER’S STORY 
OF THE BIBLE 


From Genesis to 
Revelation 


Told in simple Ian- 
guage. Adapted to all 
ages, but especially to 
the young, The best 
easy reading versionof 
the whole Bible, with 
beautiful pictures. It 
adheres closely to the 
Scriptures. Fine cloth 
binding,{ beautiful 
cover. 


Price. . 92.00 


Bible 
Pictures 


AND 
WHAT THEY 
TEACH US 
By Charles Foster 
A complete gal- 
lery of sacred art. 
400 beautiful illus- 
trations. A com- 
plete pictorial his- 
tory of the Bible. 
Cloth binding, 
beautiful cover. 


Price. . $1.50 


FIRST STEPS 
FOR LITTLE FEET 
IN GOSPEL PATHS 


By Charles Foster 

First lessons in the Bible 
printed in short, easy 
words. “First Steps” is the 
mother’s favorite. It de- 
lights little hearers with 
the barley Bible story. 
140 Illustrations. 
Price $1.00 


STORY OF TH 
GOSPEL 


By Charles Foster P 

The New Testament Story 
fn children’s words—t5o pic. 
tures illustrating. The events 
of the Gospels are told in their 
proper order, making one full, 
complete and _ interesting 
story of the Life of Christ, 


ile ety pe $1.00 
IN 


BIBLE 
WORDS 


88 page illustrations 


Tells the story of the Gos- 
pels in the words of the Bible, 
in connected form, omittin 
those portions which a child 
would not understand. 

‘There is need for such a 
Bible for the use of younger 
children, also as a teachers” 
and mothers’ hand-book of 
ea cee, - is 
suitable for primary teachers 
and mothers of young chil- 
dren. Excellent for gifts. 


Illustrated. Size 74x 
inches. Decorated Keak 


pico. 41.00 
The United Lutheran Publication House 


1228-1234 Spruce St., Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
Chicago, Ill. Pittsburgh, Pa. Columbia, S.C. 
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By NINA KAYS 
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CHRISTIAN PEOPLE realize what it is to receive gifts of 
religious significance, especially in times like these. Every- 
thing that contributes to one’s consciousness of God’s pres- 
ence, his love and his care, is doubly welcome in these days 
when war mock’s man’s desire for peace and seems to belie 


the promise of the Christmas event. 


TO AID pastors and church school workers select gifts 


and counsel others in their choices, two special catalogs have 


been provided by the Publication House. 


g1° 


FOR THE HOLIDAYS 
Holiday Catalog No. 78 features supplies and gifts re- 
lated specifically to the Christmas festival. 


FOR ALL YEAR 


. Gift Catalog No. 79 is intended to serve as a year-round 
listing of religiously significant gifts, literature and novel- 
ties for all occasions and for all ages. 


These catalogs have been sent to Pastors and Sunday school Se HH\S 
superintendents for sharing with church and parish school workers VOU, Ay) 
and others interested. Additional copies may be procured on request. 
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